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 Jeremy D. Baker 

THE GUILTY SLEEP 

 

Diversion Books 
May 2025, 353 pp 

 

Thriller 

 
 

 

Afghanistan vet Dexter Grant is broke, reeling from PTSD, and on the verge of divorce 

when he’s approached by his old Army buddies to help rescue their former interpreter, the 

man who once saved Dex’s life. It means ripping off a vicious queenpin’s drug proceeds—

but not to worry, they have it all worked out. And if anyone can pull it off, it’s Dex’s 

former team lead, Staff Sergeant Saenz. 

 

Tempted by an easy score that could make his own problems disappear and imbued with 

new purpose, Dex agrees to play his part in the scheme. But just as in combat, the best-laid 

plans don’t survive first contact with the enemy. When the heist goes off the rails, his wife 

and daughter become targets for bloody revenge. Dex must face down his spiraling inner 

darkness and call on all his strength and training to save his girls. In his quest, he’ll learn 

there was much more to this heist than he ever imagined. 

 

Jeremy D. Baker is a former U.S. Army counterintelligence agent and combat veteran. Like 

Dexter Grant, he served alongside U.S. Special Forces in Afghanistan. Like his character, 

Baker is also a PTSD survivor. Over the last 20 years, his work in national security has 

focused on intelligence, counterterrorism, transnational organized crime, human 

trafficking, climate risk and resilience, and cybersecurity.  
 
 

"A terrific debut–fast, tough and hard, shot through with hard-won authenticity and deep humanity. 

. .don't miss out." 

–Lee Child 
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 Michael Brissenden 

DUST 

 

Affirm Press 
September 2025, 320 pp 

 

Thriller 

 
 

 

Lake Herrod, a once-thriving community, lies in the shadow of a nearly dry lake. The town, 

like the water, is evaporating and its residents are left clinging to what little remains. 

  

When Aaron Love discovers a fresh corpse near the cracked lakebed – along with evidence 

his missing father is alive and linked to a web of organised crime – he is thrust into a world 

of deception, injustice and betrayal. With the town on the brink of collapse, Aaron and a 

haunted detective, Martyn Kravets, uncover a web of conspiracy that reaches far beyond 

the small community. 

  

Dust is a dark, gripping thriller that explores the complexities of identity, a search for truth, 

and the unyielding forces of corruption in a world where lives are lived on the fringe, and 

nothing is as it seems. 

 

Michael Brissenden was a journalist with the Australian Broadcasting Corporation for 35 

years, working from Moscow, Brussels and Washington, and Canberra for many years in 

various roles. Michael has contributed to a number of essay collections over the years and 

written for The Bulletin, The Canberra Times and New Matilda. DUST is his fourth novel. 
 

 

"A deeply human, timely and utterly compelling crime novel, one of the very best to come out of 

Australia in recent years." 

- NZ Herald 
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 Brenda Iijima 

SHELTER IS NECESSARY FOR EXISTENCE 

 

Two Dollar Radio 
September 2026, 184pp 

 

Psychological thriller; Social satire 

 
 

 

Sue, her husband, Luke, and their children, Caroline and Wheatley, present as a picture-

perfect family living the American dream of ascendancy and affluence in their Brooklyn 

neighborhood. They purchase a brownstone at auction on a coveted tree-lined street with 

the intention of renovating it and moving in. At once avoidant and consumed by the 

renovation, Sue is torn between her aspirations to have what those around her seem to 

possess—from her therapist, Diana, to her alluring, insufferable neighbor Chantal—and her 

urge to escape the grip of their influences. Sue’s obsession and paranoia grow while the 

neighborhood becomes a hotbed of pulsating antagonisms. 

 

It is only after moving in that Sue becomes aware of the mysterious deaths of the 

brownstone’s former residents, a mother and daughter whose voices echo in the silence. 

The house begins manifesting disturbing signs, such as wounds that bleed, just as Caroline 

and Wheatley exhibit their own troubling symptoms. Sue’s nightmares proliferate and a 

vacuous stupor overcomes the family as they struggle to settle into the rhythms of life in 

what should be their dream home. When information arises that threatens to devastate her 

family, Sue must finally confront the explosive charge of personal and social reality once 

laid bare. 

 

Brenda Iijima  is a poet, novelist, playwright, choreographer, and visual artist. She is the 

author of nine books of poetry. Her involvements occur at the intersections and mutations 

of genre, mode, receptivity, and field of study. Her current work engages submerged and 

occluded histories, other-than-human modes of expression, and telluric awareness in all 

forms. Iijima is the founding editor-publisher of Portable Press @ Yo-Yo Labs. 
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   Samantha Jay 

THE MOODY MORTICIAN 

 

Dutton 
Spring 2027, 75.730 words 

 

Crime/Mystery 

 
 

 

For Riley Peluso, a 28-year-old funeral director, death isn’t scary, gross, or annoying—it’s 

the living who are a problem. She loves her job at a century-old family-run Italian-

American funeral home, as she doesn't have to talk to anyone. And she’s the best embalmer 

in town. That’s why she notices that something is amiss about the decedent she’s 

embalming, something that might indicate foul play. Was it possible Sebastian Carducci 

didn’t die in bed of natural causes, like the police report said he had? 

 

Before she knows it, Riley finds herself embroiled in a murder investigation, the first and 

last witness to a crime whose evidence she inadvertently destroyed while doing her job. 

The police have settled on the easiest answer—Mr. Carducci's middle-aged stoner son, 

Joey, who has the hots for Riley—and, despite being repelled by this manchild, Riley is 

convinced the wrong person has been arrested. She is equally furious that someone tried to 

use her professional skill to cover up a murder, and she can’t let it rest until she finds out 

the truth. 

 

Against her best judgment, Riley has gotten herself mixed up with Flynn Gallagher, the 

obnoxiously competitive scion of the rival Irish-American funeral home, who is as dogged 

as the golden retriever he resembles. In the middle of this mess of the drama of the living, 

can Riley figure out the truth about Sebastian Carducci’s murder and restore her faith in her 

own profession?  

 

Gloriously gory and laugh-out-loud funny, THE MOODY MORTICIAN is a delectable 

puzzle featuring one of the most endearing amateur sleuths to grace the pages of a murder 

mystery in years. With a setting and cast of characters that gives Three Pines a run for its 

money, this debut establishes Samantha Jay as absolutely one to watch.  

 

Samantha Jay is the pen name of first-cousin writing duo Samantha Cusano and Juliet 

Grames. Samantha is a licensed funeral director at a family-owned funeral home in 

Connecticut. Juliet is the national and international bestselling author of two novels, The 

Seven or Eight Deaths of Stella Fortuna, and The Lost Boy of Santa Chionia.  
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 Kira Chung Judish 

OVERTHINKERS 

 

HarperCollins 
Spring 2027, ms 380 pp 

 

General fiction 

 
 

 

When high school senior Minjee Choi insists she’s been accepted to Harvard, she expects 

the lie to last only long enough to save face. But when her mother Dasom learns the truth, 

she doubles down instead—determined to keep the family dream alive. Soon, what began 

as a desperate cover-up becomes a dazzling performance for their tight-knit immigrant 

community in Fairfax County, VA, where everyone has a stake in the family’s success. 

 

Told primarily through alternating mother–daughter perspectives, Overthinkers reveals the 

relentless pressure to succeed at all costs, masterfully details the tug-of-war between 

blending in and standing out, and the weight of carrying generations of hope. At the same 

time, it’s a total blast—darkly funny, absurd, and irresistibly entertaining, with a duo you 

can’t help but root for even as the lie unravels. A chorus of nosy neighbors, competitive 

classmates, and PTA parents adds bite, comedy, and urgency, making the story as layered 

as it is propulsive.  

 

The novel will appeal to fans of Celeste Ng’s Everything I Never Told You for its poignant 

portrait of family and belonging, R.F. Kuang’s Yellowface for its sharp look at deception 

and desire, and Elaine Hsieh Chou’s Disorientation for its satirical take on identity and 

community. 

 

Kira Chung Judish is a Korean American and Jewish writer based in Silver Spring, 

Maryland. A graduate of Amherst College, she is pursuing a doctorate in acupuncture and 

Chinese herbal medicine and was named a 2025 Periplus Fellowship Finalist. In addition to 

writing, she performs in local theatre productions. 
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 Nina LaCour 

MEET ME IN THE GARDEN 

 
 

Flatiron Books 
August 2026, 470 pp. 

 

General fiction 

 
International Publishers: Spanish: Urano; 
 

 

New Orleans, 1944. Odette has always been one of the Honore sisters, glamorous and 

admired in their Creole community. But while Odette’s older sisters are content to be wives 

and mothers, Odette has always wanted something else. It is only with her beloved cousin, 

Delphine, that Odette can tell her secret: she is in love with a woman, and she longs to be 

an artist. Delphine has a secret lover, too, a white man. In the hidden garden they’ve 

discovered, Odette and Delphine can dream of futures full of passion and freedom. 

 

But five years later, Odette's life is nothing like what she'd planned. She's a widowed 

mother, living in Los Angeles, and she and Delphine, who is passing as white, have 

spiraled away from each other. When Delphine reaches a breaking point, Odette must make 

a shattering choice to try to hold her family together. 

 

Profound and expansive, a story of love and longing, art and motherhood, friendship and 

desire, Meet Me in the Garden is a decades-spanning tour de force, inspired by the author’s 

family and tracing the history of the Great Migration. 

  

Nina LaCour is the Michael L. Printz Award–winning and nationally bestselling author of 

WATCH OVER ME, WE ARE OKAY, HOLD STILL, and EVERYTHING LEADS TO 

YOU. She hosts the podcast Keeping a Notebook and teaches for Hamline University’s 

MFA in writing for Children and Young Adults. A former indie bookseller and high school 

English teacher, she lives with her family in San Francisco. 
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 Stacey Levine 

MICE 1961 

 

Ecco Press 
January 2026, 259 pp 

 

Literary Fiction 

 
 

 

Finalist, 2025 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction 

 

A novel set in the Cold War era about two orphaned half-sisters, a boarder, and the 

neighbors who surround them, a stylized and startling depiction of lives lived at a high 

pitch of emotion in the shadow of global catastrophe (from the Pulitzer Prize jury's 

citation). 

 

Stacey Levine's Mice 1961 recounts a pivotal day in the fraught relationship of two 

orphaned sisters through the eyes of their obsessively observant housekeeper, Girtle. Will 

Jody be able to cope if her younger sibling Mice, subject to constant harassment in their 

community for her unusual appearance and habits, leaves home? How will their all-

watching companion convey her fierce attachment to them both? As a Greek chorus of 

local characters cavort and joke their way through a neighborhood party, the sisters and 

their ardent admirer cross paths with an unsettling stranger, leading to momentous changes 

for all. Set in southern Florida at the height of cold-war hysteria, Mice 1961 is a powerful 

meditation on belonging, conformity and otherness.  

 
 

"I laughed aloud many times. It was a startled, delighted laughter produced not by commonplace 

tricks of humor but something singular to Levine’s writing: a brilliant chemistry of alienation and 

familiarity I’ve never seen anywhere else . . . Levine is a gifted performance artist of literary 

fiction, part French existentialist and part comic bomb-thrower." 

—Lydia Millet, Washington Post 
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 Nina McConigley 

HOW TO COMMIT A POSTCOLONIAL MURDER 

 

Pantheon 
January 2026, ms 162 pp 

 

General fiction 

 
International Publishers: UK/Commonwealth: Little, Brown/Fleet; 
 

 

In the summer of 1986, the Creel sisters, Georgie Ayyars and Agatha Krishna, welcome 

their aunt, uncle and two young cousins—newly arrived from India—into their house in 

rural Wyoming where they will all live together. Because this is what families do. That is 

until the sisters decide that it’s time for one of their newly arrived family members to die. 

 

How To Commit a Postcolonial Murder is many things. It is a vivid portrait of an extended 

family; the moving story of the relationship between two sisters; a murder mystery (of 

sorts); a love letter to the 1980s; a formally-inventive amalgam of first person narration by 

Georgie Ayyars (the younger Creel sister), pen pal letters, and teen-magazine-style quizzes; 

and a powerful meditation on race, language, colonialism, trauma, and the meaning of 

independence. 

 

Spare, unflinching, and imaginative, How To Commit a Postcolonial Murder uses the 

landscape of the American West as the framework for a new kind of pioneer narrative. It 

brings to mind novels such as Jenny Offill’s Department of Speculation, Ocean Vuong’s 

On Earth We’re Briefly Gorgeous, and Max Porter’s Grief is the Thing with Feathers. 

 

Nina McConigley is the author of the acclaimed story collection Cowboys and East 

Indians, which won the PEN Open Book and High Plains Book Awards, and was longlisted 

for the 2014 Frank O’Connor International Short Story Award. She is the recipient of a 

Radcliffe Fellowship at Harvard and a NEA Creative Writing Fellowship in Prose, and was 

a 2024 National Magazine Award finalist for her column “Township and Range” in High 

Country News. Her work has also appeared in The New York Times, Orion, O, The Oprah 

Magazine, VQR and elsewhere. 
 

 

“I have been waiting for Nina McConigley's debut novel for years and it's even better than I could 

have imagined. How to Commit a Postcolonial Murder takes all the expected stories about growing 

up Indian American, slices them open with razor-sharp wit, and turns them inside out. A moving 

portrayal of sisterhood and a much-needed examination of how power is abused—over girls, over 

countries, over cultures—and the possibilities, and costs, of reclaiming that power.” 

—Celeste Ng, New York Times bestselling author of Our Missing Hearts 
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 Gretchen McNeil 

THEY FEAR NOT MEN IN THE WOODS 

 

Daw Books 
September 2025, 320 pp 

 

Thriller 

 
International Publishers: British: Black Crow Books; French: Editions 10/18; 

Russian: Clever; 
 

 

 

When Jen Monroe left her small hometown in rural Washington state, she swore she’d 

never return: not to her distant, alcoholic mother, to her co-dependent best friend, or to her 

toxic ex-boyfriend. She’s made a new life in California as a graduate assistant in Cal Poly 

Humboldt’s acclaimed forestry program where she specializes in old growth forest, just 

like her father—who went missing seven years before on a survey trip in the North 

Cascades. Hank Monroe’s SUV was found abandoned miles from his intended destination, 

and despite an exhaustive search and rescue effort, neither he nor his remains were ever 

found. 

 

Until now. Hank has been officially declared deceased, and a memorial is scheduled, luring 

Jen back to Barrow where she is determined to prove her father isn't actually dead. The 

town hasn't changed much: her old friends are still there, her mom is still a self-involved 

lush, and hikers are still going missing in the same woods that supposedly claimed Hank's 

life. Something doesn't add up, so when her ex, Chaz, asks if Jen wants to backpack out to 

the spot where her father's remains were discovered, she leaps at the chance. Jen, Chaz, and 

six other people trek deep into the Washington woods, searching for answers.  

 

What they find is terrifying—and for Jen, it might just change everything. If any of them 

make it out of the woods alive. 

 

Gretchen McNeil is the author of several novels for adults and young adults. Several of her 

books have been adapted for film or tv. 
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 J. Richard Osborn 

NOT LONG AGO PERSONS FOUND 

 

Bellevue Literary Press 
June 2025, 176 pp 

 

Crime/Mystery 

 
 

 

A forensics team investigates the murder of a child and is drawn into a chilling 

international coverup 

 

The body of a young boy is found floating in a city river with pollen in his lungs from a 

warm river valley far from the country where he died. Who is he? Why was he carrying 

only a library card and decorative clay bottle? How is it that he came so far, only to meet 

such a violent fate? 

 

A biological anthropologist and her husband, the forensic team’s translator, are tasked by 

their agency to gather evidence from the far away country and deliver an explanation—

preferably one that suits the political regimes of both countries. But as the scientists’ 

clandestine, parallel study of recent mass graves brings them closer to finding a link 

between the boy and “the disappeared,” the full forces of bureaucracy, fatalism, and 

forgetting are marshalled against them. 

 

J. Richard Osborn lives in Oakland, California. Not Long Ago Persons Found is his first 

novel. 
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 Benjamin Percy 

THE END TIMES  

The Very Most of the Little We Know 

(with special contributions by Stephen King) 

 

Bad Hand Books 
2026 

 

Thriller 

 
 

 

The End Times will be serialized over the course of a year in both print and digital forms, 

and will include contributions from the legendary Stephen King. 

 

Get ready for an immersive, serialized, post-apocalyptic storytelling experience like 

nothing you've ever seen: A short novel delivered to your inbox in a series of monthly 

newspaper issues. 

 

As the world struggles to begin again—years after a pandemic wipes out most of the 

population—a woman finds meaning as a writer and editor when she revives an old 

printing press and begins publishing a small-town newspaper. This is a tale of quirky 

humor, startling fear, deep love, faith in humanity, and—ultimately— hope.  

 

Subscribers will receive this stunning story of humanity’s survival against all odds as a 

monthly email. 

 

Benjamin Percy has won a Whiting Award, a Plimpton Prize, two Pushcart Prizes, an NEA 

fellowship, and the iHeartRadio Award for Best Scripted Podcast. He is the author of six 

novels, three story collections, and an essay collection. He also writes Wolverine and X-

Force for Marvel Comics. 

 

Bad Hand Books – The End Times 
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 Kate Riley 

RUTH 

 

Riverhead 
August 2025, 250 pp 

 

Literary Fiction 

 
International Publishers: UK: Doubleday; 
 

 

 

In this mesmerizing and profound novel, the arc of a woman's life in a devout, insular 

community challenges our deepest assumptions about what infuses life with meaning.  

 

Ruth is raised in a snow globe of Christian communism, a world without private property, 

television, or tolerance for idle questions. Every morning she braids her hair and wears the 

same costume, sings the same breakfast song in a family room identical to every other 

family room in the community; every one of these moments is meant to be a prayer, but to 

Ruth they remain puzzles. Her life is seen in glimpses through childhood, marriage, and 

motherhood, as she tries to manage her own perilous curiosity in a community built on holy 

mystery. Is she happy? Might this in fact be happiness? Ruth immerses us in an experience 

that challenges our most fervent beliefs.  

  

RUTH is Kate Riley's debut novel. A selection of the novel has also appeared in n+1 in 

2017 and another excerpt is featured in The Paris Review. 
 
 

"... an absorbing novel about a woman torn between curiosity and purity. -- There are inklings of 

greatness in Kate Riley’s first novel, Ruth. It claims a place on that high modern shelf next to the 

offbeat books of Ottessa Moshfegh, Sheila Heti, Elif Batuman and Nell Zink—those possessors of 

wrinkled comic sensibilities rooted in pain…” 

—The New York Times (Dwight Garner) 

 

" Literary culture has become so mired in therapeutic discourse that we’ve almost forgotten there 

are other, subtler ways to explore pain. Reticence, dissociation, quiet quitting: these are the unsung 

heroes of self-care, as Riley’s protagonist can vouch." 

—The Guardian (UK) 

 

“A detailed, delicate study of how character is formed by collision with so many sharp corners that 

they form a perfect circle—how we entrap ourselves in the choices of others, glimpsing freedom in 

flashes like lightning on the horizon.” 

—Nell Zink, author of Avalon and Mislaid 

 

“An irresistibly smart and funny novel. Where are all the other books by this mysterious Kate 

Riley? Bring them to me immediately!” 

—Jenny Offill, bestselling author of Weather and Dept. Of Speculation 
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   Idrissa Simmonds-Nastilli 

BACKSTITCH 

 

Flatiron Books 
September 2026, ms 125'000 words 

 

General fiction 

 
 

 

In Jérémie, Haiti, 1921, Julia Marcelin, one of the country’s most sought-after dress 

designers, is propelled by the murder of her husband to fight at all costs for her country’s 

liberation from the US Occupation. When a few years later her family is again struck by 

tragedy, the Marcelin household is upended and one of Julia’s daughters, Tati Marcelin, is 

sent off to America.  

  

In Harlem, New York, 1928, Tati Marcelin arrives at the doorstep of the women’s boarding 

house that will become her home for the next several decades. One day, years later, a 

young man walks into the hair salon where she works, and they are both struck by their 

immediate, powerful connection—a connection that will be revealed to go much deeper, 

and be more complicated, than they initially realize. 

  

In East Flatbush, New York, 1998, Serenity Marcelin works as a seamstress while also 

caring for her six-year old daughter, Jouvay. Her life changes in an instant when over 

Labor Day Weekend, at Brooklyn’s J’ouvert celebrations, her daughter disappears into the 

crowd. After a year of dead-end leads and unimaginable grief, the sudden arrival of a ghost 

convinces Serenity that Jouvay will soon be found.  

  

Told in alternating timelines until an eventual collision reveals the truth of Jouvay's 

disappearance, BACKSTITCH charts the lives of women across three generations and two 

countries, and the ghosts, secrets, and languages we can’t escape even when we try to bury 

them. Part ghost story, part mystery, and part Caribbean gothic, BACKSTITCH is a 

sweeping, at times surreal, story of motherhood, sisterhood, generational trauma and, 

ultimately, liberation.   

  

Idrissa Simmonds-Nastilli is the recipient of the Crab Creek Review Poetry Prize, a finalist 

for the Commonwealth Short Story Award and the New York Foundation for the Arts 

Grant in poetry, as well as co-editor of BreakBeat Poets Vol. 2: Black Girl Magic. Her 

work has most recently appeared in Vogue.com, LitHub, WIRED Magazine, Black 

Renaissance Noire, Fourteen Hills Press, Room Magazine, Adirondack Review and O: The 

Oprah Magazine. She has been the recipient of fellowships and residencies from 

Hedgebrook, Bread Loaf Writers Conference, Poets House, and VONA/Voices, and holds 

an MFA in fiction from the Program for Writers at Warren Wilson College. She is the 

curator of Brunch & Word, a bi-coastal literary salon. 
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 Tao Wong 

THE FIRST STEP 

A Thousand Li, Book 1 

 

Ace Books 
March 2026, 333 pp 

 

Fantasy 

 
 

 

The next big thing in progression fantasy... 

 

A THOUSAND LI series by Tao Wong (a 12 book series) started out as a self-published 

phenomenon - selling hundreds of thousands of copies worldwide across all formats 

(especially in audio). It's a series rooted in Chinese mythology and pitched for fans of 

"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon" and progression fantasy, about a farmer who is invited 

to an elite school of cultivation and uncovers a world of immortals, spirit beasts, and 

mystical martial arts. 

 

Audio rights (world English, German, Spanish) sold to Audible in a 12-book, 7-figure deal. 

Print rights (world English) sold to Ace in a 3-book, 6-figure deal. 

The Ace edition will include a bonus story exclusive to the print edition.  

We can license print and ebook rights only. 

 

In a spectacular world of immortals, spirit beasts, and mystical martial arts, the young 

farmer Wu Ying’s life will be changed forever when he is unexpectedly invited to join an 

elite school of cultivation. 

 

It is said that a journey of a thousand li begins with a single step. . . . 

 

Long Wu Ying never expected to become a real cultivator, never dreamed of having the 

chance to train and develop wondrous martial arts skills and magic of his own. As a 

farmer’s son in a rural village, his days were spent studying, planting rice, and spending 

time with his friends. Fate, however, has different plans for him. 

 

Conscripted into the army and taken from everything he knows, Wu Ying’s chance 

observation of an incoming ambush prevents a bloody rout—and brings him to the 

attention of the powerful Verdant Green Waters sect, an elite school of cultivation. Invited 

to join the sect as a novice, Wu Ying is thrown into a world he is utterly unprepared for, 

one filled with demonic beasts, haughty nobles, and, most of all, the very real possibility of 

reaching immortality—if he’s brave enough to seize it.  

 

Tao Wong is the author of the A Thousand Li progression fantasy series and the System 

Apocalypse LitRPG series, among others. When he’s not writing and working, he’s 

practicing martial arts, reading, and dreaming up new worlds. He lives in Toronto, Canada. 
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 Mustafa Aksakal 

THE WAR THAT MADE THE MIDDLE EAST 

World War I and the End of the Ottoman Empire 

 

Princeton University Press 
January 2026, 256 pp illustr. 

 

History 

 
 

 

The Ottoman Empire’s collapse at the end of the First World War is often treated as a 

foregone conclusion. It was only a matter of time, the story goes, before the so-called Sick 

Man of Europe succumbed to its ailments — incompetent management, nationalism, and 

ethnic and religious conflict. In The War That Made the Middle East, Mustafa Aksakal 

overturns this conventional narrative. He describes how European imperial ambitions and 

the Ottoman commitment to saving its empire at any cost — including the destruction of 

the Armenian community and the deaths of more than a million Ottoman troops and other 

civilians — led to the empire’s violent partition and created a politically unstable Middle 

East. 

 

The War That Made the Middle East shows that, until 1914, the Ottoman Empire was a 

viable multiethnic, multireligious state, and that relations between the Arabs, Jews, 

Muslims, and Christians of Palestine were relatively stable. When war broke out, the 

Ottoman government sought an alliance with the Entente but was rejected because of 

British and French designs on the Eastern Mediterranean. After the Ottomans entered the 

fight on the side of Germany and were defeated, Britain and France seized Ottoman lands, 

and new national elites in former Ottoman territories claimed their own states. The region 

was renamed “the Middle East,” erasing a robust and modernizing 600-year-old empire. 

 

A sweeping narrative of war, great power politics, and ordinary people caught up in the 

devastation, The War That Made the Middle East offers new insights about the Great War 

and its profound and lasting consequences. 

 

Mustafa Aksakal is associate professor of history and the Nesuhi Ertegün Chair of Modern 

Turkish Studies at Georgetown University. He is the author of The Ottoman Road to War 

in 1914: The Ottoman Empire and the First World War. 
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 Christopher Beha 

WHY I AM NOT AN ATHEIST 

The Confessions of a Skeptical Believer 

 

Penguin Press 
February 2026, 420 pp 

 

Memoir; Philosophy 

 
International Publishers: UK: Ebury Vine; 
 

 

What can I know? What must I do? What may I hope? 

 

Former editor of Harper's and National Book Award long-listed author Christopher Beha’s 

own struggle with these questions, and an earnest appeal for readers to arrive at answers of 

their own 

 

Twenty-five years ago, celebrated author (and cradle Catholic) Christopher Beha gave up 

on God. Helped along by a reading of Bertrand Russell’s classic text Why I Am Not a 

Christian, he became a committed atheist, certain that his days of belief were behind him. 

A youthful brush with mortality soon set Beha on a decades-long quest for meaning in a 

Godless world. 

 

Why I Am Not an Atheist tells the story of this search for secular answers to what 

Immanuel Kant called the most urgent human questions: What can I know? What must I 

do? What may I hope? Along the way, Beha traces the development of what he understands 

to be the two major atheist worldviews: “scientific materialism” and “romantic idealism.”  

 

Beha’s passage through these rival forms of atheism leads him to the surprising conclusion 

that faith—particularly faith in a created order in which each human life has a meaningful 

part—preserves the best of both traditions while offering a complete and coherent picture 

of reality.  

 

This magisterial investigation of the heights of human intellectual achievement is at once 

deeply personal and universal—grounded in decades of reading and thinking about various 

atheist efforts to address the problems of human suffering, mortality, and ultimate meaning. 

Why I Am Not an Atheist is not a polemic on behalf of belief but a record of Beha’s own 

working out of these questions, and a call for readers to arrive at answers of their own. 

  

Christopher Beha is former editor of Harper's Magazine; the author of a memoir, The 

Whole Five Feet; and the novels Arts & Entertainments and What Happened to Sophie 

Wilder. His most recent novel, The Index of Self-Destructive Acts, was nominated for the 

2020 National Book Award. 
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 Matthew Bell 

GOETHE 

A Life in Ideas 

 

Princeton University Press 
September 2025, 776 pp illustr. 

 

Biography; Literary Studies 

 
 

 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–1832) was a poet, a novelist, a scientist and an 

essayist on a dizzying range of topics. In the nineteenth century, he was widely regarded as 

one of the most important thinkers of modern Europe. In this important and ambitious 

work, Matthew Bell offers a wide-ranging intellectual biography of Goethe, tracing the 

evolution of his thought and reassessing its value. Bell examines the full spectrum of 

Goethe’s writing, from his most well-known works, including the dramatic poem Faust and 

the novels Wilhelm Meister and The Sorrows of Young Werther, to lesser-known essays 

and reviews. Throughout, Bell draws on Goethe’s letters and diaries, most of which are stll 

only available in German, embedding Goethe’s thought in his lived experience and in the 

cultural and intellectual life of Europe from the 1750s to the 1830s. 

 

Bell presents new interpretations of Goethe’s work as one of the first evolutionary 

biologists, describing discoveries that anticipated Darwin’s, and of his political ideas, 

which pervade his literary work in ways that have not been fully recognized. Bell offers an 

original and illuminating explanation for the paradox of Goethe’s thought, exploring how a 

radical individualist who espoused liberal and innovative ideas in some areas—in 

particular, religion, sexuality and science—could remain consistently conservative and 

authoritarian in his political outlook. Rereading Goethe through this new lens, Bell shows, 

reveals new dimensions of work we thought we knew well. 

 

Matthew Bell is professor of German and comparative literature at King’s College London. 

He is the author of Goethe’s Naturalistic Anthropology; The German Tradition of 

Psychology in Literature and Thought, 1700–1840; and Melancholia: The Western Malady; 

and the editor of The Essential Goethe (Princeton). 
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 Cate Cochran 

HOW MY DOG SAVED MY LIFE 

Thirty Tales of Courage and Compassion 

 

HarperCollins Canada 
November 2025, 256 pp 

 

Inspirational; Animals 

 
 

 

How My Dog Saved My Life is full of stories about clever and courageous canines—dogs 

that save people from a burning building, run a great distance to bring help to the scene of a 

car crash, or guide rescuers across the freezing tundra to save their owner in the nick of 

time. These heroic rescue stories are here. But rescue goes beyond world-altering 

accidents—often, it’s in the everyday. 

 

Dogs and people share a mysteriously communicative bond. Dogs’ unique capacity to intuit 

the needs of their humans and respond equips them to be trained as sophisticated service 

animals. Most people are familiar with seeing eye dogs, but there are myriad other types of 

service dogs, perhaps as many as there are people whose lives are improved by them. 

You'll meet some of these remarkable dogs in this book. 

 

This book is for all dog lovers. It will pull at your heartstrings and teach you a little bit 

more about the animals that share our homes and lives.  

 

Cate Cochran was a producer with CBC Radio for 25 years - at Morningside, AIH, Writers 

& Co., and The Sunday Edition. Her book Reconcilable Differences: Marriages End. 

Families Don't chronicles how ten families, including hers, reconfigured in unique and 

creative ways in the wake of divorce. 
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 Stan Cox 

ANTHROPAUSE 

The Beauty of Degrowth 

 

Seven Stories Press 
2026, 193pp 

 

Nature/Environment; Current Affairs 

 
 

 

A rallying cry to save the Earth with an “anthropause”—a term that can apply to any broad 

rollback of economic activity that gives nature room to recover and flourish. 

 

In the spring of 2020, people worldwide found themselves confined at home in response to 

pandemic lockdown orders. Global carbon emissions suddenly plunged 8.8 percent. Air 

and noise pollution levels plummeted, and streams, rivers, and lakes noticeably became 

cleaner. Animal life quickly filled spaces that humans had deserted. Scientists documenting 

how quickly nature flourished in response to less human activity called the phenomena an 

“anthropause.” For a moment, humanity witnessed the beauty of degrowth. 

 

In a world obsessed with getting and having more—more influence, more money, more 

fame, more stuff—the idea of degrowth seems counterintuitive. Stan Cox writes that by 

embracing degrowth, we are not turning our backs on progress. Instead, we are redefining 

it. We can produce enough goods to satisfy everyone’s needs, Cox argues, while liberating 

ourselves from ecocidal economies and the injustices they impose. This book lays out a 

clear vision of what we will gain and how as we embrace this revolutionary transition.  

 

Stan Cox is the author of seven books. His writing about the economic and political roots 

of the global ecological crisis have been published by The New York Times, The 

Washington Post, The Nation, The New Republic, Al Jazeera, Yes!, The Progressive, and 

local publications across 43 U.S. states. In 2012, The Atlantic named Cox their “Readers’ 

Choice Brave Thinker” for his critique of air conditioning. 
 

 

“An iconoclast of the best kind, Stan Cox has an all-too-rare commitment to following arguments 

wherever they lead, however politically dangerous that turns out to be.”  

-- Naomi Klein, author of The Shock Doctrine 
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 Allison Daminger 

WHAT'S ON HER MIND 

The Mental Workload of Family Life 

 

Princeton University Press 
September 2025, 248 pp illustr. 

 

Women's Studies; Social Science 

 
 

 

Mothers and fathers use their time differently, with women spending roughly twice as 

many hours on family labor as men. But what about the gendered differences in the ways 

women and men think? What’s on Her Mind provides an illuminating look at the cognitive 

labor that families depend on and reveals why this essential aspect of family life is 

disproportionately handled by women—even in couples that aspire to practice equality. 

 

While most accounts of household labor center on how people use their time, Allison 

Daminger focuses on a less visible and less easily quantifiable aspect of family life. She 

introduces readers to the concept of cognitive labor—anticipating, researching, deciding, 

and following up—and shows how women in different-gender couples do most of this 

critical work. She argues that cognitive labor has less to do with personality traits—for 

example, she’s type A while he’s laid-back—and more to do with learned skills that men 

and women deploy in distinct ways. Yet not all couples fall into the personality trap. 

Daminger looks at different-gender couples who achieve a more balanced cognitive 

allocation while also exploring how queer couples carve out unique relationships to the 

gender binary. 

 

Drawing on original, in-depth interviews with members of different- and same-gender 

couples, What’s on Her Mind points to new ways of understanding the interplay between 

who we are as individuals and the cognitive work we do on behalf of our families. 

 

Allison Daminger is assistant professor of sociology at the University of Wisconsin–

Madison. Her work has been featured in leading publications such as the New York Times, 

the Guardian, Psychology Today, and the Atlantic. 
 

 

"An informative analysis. . . . Daminger demonstrates that although many Americans endorse 

gender equality, a substantial majority of women do most of the cognitive (and more than their fair 

share of the physical) work. She explains why and suggests how a more balanced allocation of 

responsibilities might be achieved." 

—Glenn C. Altschuler, Psychology Today 
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 Gerta Keller 

THE LAST EXTINCTION 

The Real Science Behind the Death of the Dinosaurs 

 

Diversion Books 
September 2025, 320 pp 

 

Science 

 
International Publishers: Paidos (Spanish); Hodder & Stoughton (UK and 

Commonwealth); 
 

 

The story behind Dr. Gerta Keller’s world-shattering scientific discovery that dinosaur 

extinction was NOT caused by asteroid impact, but rather by volcanic eruptions on the 

Indian peninsula, a discovery that highlights today’s existential threat of greenhouse gasses 

and climate change—and one that sparked an all-out war waged by the scientific 

establishment. 

 

Part scientific detective story, part personal odyssey, The Last Extinction is the definitive 

account of a radical theory that has reshaped how we understand our planet’s past and, as 

we face the possibility of a sixth extinction, how we might survive its future. 

 

For decades, the dominant theory held that an asteroid impact caused the dinosaurs’ 

extinction. But Princeton Geologist Dr. Gerta Keller followed the evidence to the truth: 

Deccan volcanism, a series of massive volcanic eruptions in India, triggered a long-term 

climate catastrophe and Earth’s fifth mass extinction. Her findings upended the filed and 

ignited a bitter feud in modern science—what became known as the “Dinosaur Wars.” 

 

Raised in poverty on a Swiss farm and told she could never be a scientist, Keller defied 

expectations, earning her PhD at Stanford and battling her way into the highest ranks of 

Geology, eventually becoming a Professor of Paleontology and Geology at Princeton 

University. Her refusal to back down in the face of ridicule, sabotage, and sexism makes 

her story as thrilling as her science, which offers urgent insight into today’s climate crisis: 

Sustained planetary upheaval—not a single cataclysmic event—can plunge the planet into 

an age of death.  

 

Gerta Keller is a Professor of Paleontology and Geology in the Department of Geosciences 

at Princeton University. She is considered a leading authority on catastrophes, mass 

extinctions, and the biotic and environmental effects of impacts and volcanism.  

 
 

"Scathing and illuminating. . . . (M)uch of the scientific community and the popular press accepted 

the idea that a meteor colliding with the Earth was responsible for the planet’s fifth mass 

extinction. Keller, however, had her doubts, and worked tirelessly to gather data. . . . Her results 

are shocking."  

― Publishers Weekly, starred review 
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 Jenny Lawson 

HOW TO BE OK WHEN NOTHING IS OK 

The Tools and Tricks That Kept Me Alive, Happy, 

and Creative in Spite of Myself 

 

Penguin Life 
March 2026, ms 251 pp 

 

Humor; Self-help 

 
International Publishers: UK: Ebury; Arabic: Jarir Bookstore; 
 

Warm, insightful, and witty, the first book of advice from New York Times - bestselling 

author Jenny Lawson -- aka the Bloggess.  

 

Jenny Lawson is full of contradictions. She’s a celebrated author but battles self-doubt, 

paralysis, and anxiety. She’s an award-winning humorist but struggles with treatment-

resistant depression. The question she’s most often asked by people is "How do you do it? 

How do you keep going even when it feels impossible? How do you keep creating?" This 

book is her answer.  

 

In How to Be Okay When Nothing Is Okay, Jenny shares one hundred humorous, heartfelt, 

and genuine tools and tricks that she relies on to keep her going even when her brain isn’t 

working properly due to depression, anxiety, and ADHD. She also offers tips to stay 

passionate and focused on creative endeavors, especially when everything around you is 

saying to give up.  

 

With chapters like "Wash Your Brain More Than You Wash Your Bra" (sleep, you 

beautiful human), "Work on Easy Mode" (asking for accommodations is okay!), "Celebrate 

Good Times, Come On!" (make it a habit to celebrate the good things), and many more, 

How to Be Okay When Nothing Is Okay is a balm and companion, reminding us all that we 

are not alone. It’s for anyone who struggles with self-doubt, guilt, motivation, and mental 

blocks and wants to rekindle their passion for creating. Funny, simple, empathetic, and 

inspirational, it will encourage you not to just survive but to find and curate joy in the face 

of difficult times.  

 

Jenny Lawson has published four New York Times best sellers, including Let’s Pretend 

This Never Happened and Furiously Happy. She is the owner and proprietress of Nowhere 

Bookshop, a beloved independent bookstore and bar in San Antonio, Texas. She’s been 

writing her popular, award-winning blog (thebloggess.com) for over 15 years and has a 

very large social media following on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook, and Threads 
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 Annie McClanahan 

BENEATH THE WAGE 

Tips, Tasks, and Gigs in the Age of Service Work 

 

Zone Books 
April 2026, 368pp/ill 

 

Sociology/Social Science; Current Affairs; Economy 

 
 

 

Today 80% of U.S. workers do service work, from delivering takeout to mopping floors to 

teaching. Each time we are handed a bag of groceries or a cup of coffee, call for a cab or 

have our homework graded, we confront both the enormity and the intimacy of the 

contemporary service sector. 

 

Do these jobs have anything in common? Who is doing this work? And what kind of labor 

politics does it generate? 

 

If service work has often been treated as a footnote to modern capitalism, Beneath the 

Wage reveals it as crucial to understanding how exploitation functions today. Uncovering a 

history that runs from eighteenth-century servants to present-day gig workers, Annie 

McClanahan retheorizes capitalism from the perspective of the service economy, 

challenging conventional assumptions about how work is waged, regulated, managed, and 

automated. 

 

Annie McClanahan is an Associate Professor of English at University of California, Irvine. 

She is the author of Dead Pledges: Debt, Crisis, and Twenty-First-Century Culture.  
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 William Milberg 

BOUNCE 

The Story of Globalization 

 

The New Press 
2027, proposal/sample manuscript 

 

History; Economy 

 
 

 

 

Globalization is the central economic issue of our time: it's tied to everything we buy; 

impacts who wins elections; leads to the wholesale collapse (or revitalization) of a town, or 

a city, or a region, with jobs going someplace else, or coming in, or never coming back; 

and of course it's one of the primary reasons for the Trump administration's tariffs, which 

are causing widespread havoc on the economy, with a huge and still unfolding economic 

upheaval.  

  

But for all its significance, globalization is still widely misunderstood - or just not 

understood at all. It's too complex, too diffuse, with too many moving parts; its whole 

design makes individuals feel powerless. What's been missing is a way in to understanding 

the story of globalization, how it has evolved and how the decisions that we have made as a 

society - and the decisions we are making right now - continue to shape it.  

  

In BOUNCE: The Story of Globalization, William Milberg - a Professor of Economics at 

the New School for Social Research - takes six seemingly simple sporting balls (the golf 

ball, the baseball, the football, the soccer ball, the tennis ball and the basketball) and slices 

them open and goes deep into their complex and fascinating history, which is also the 

history of globalization. The two are inextricably linked: balls used in games have been 

around for hundreds of years, and just like everything else in the economy, they have 

evolved over time. But each ball tells us unique and vital things about this evolution: from 

the golf ball's early use of machine technology to make them fly straighter and longer, to 

the complex global web of producers for a single baseball, to the high finance embodied in 

the tennis ball. Globalization has been a series of choices, in other words - by individuals, 

corporations, governments, countries - and the history of these game balls help us to better 

understand the consequences of those choices and where we want the economy to go. 

  

BOUNCE is a vital book for this tumultuous time: as comprehensive as Capital by Thomas 

Piketty but with engaging case studies on sports that make it accessible to the lay reader. 
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 Christine Valters Paintner 

GIVE ME A WORD 

The Promise of an Ancient Practice to Guide Your 

Year 

 

Broadleaf Books 
September 2025, 218 pp 

 

Inspirational; Self-help 

 
 

 

Christine Valters Paintner invites readers on a transformative journey through thirty 

contemplative and creative practices. Through listening, patience, and openness to deeper 

sources of wisdom, you'll discover a guiding word to ground and inspire your life 

throughout the year. 

 

Beginning in around the third century CE, a group of monastics known as the desert 

mothers and fathers retreated to the deserts of northern Egypt, Syria, and Palestine to 

pursue lives of silence and prayer. A key phrase, repeated often among the sayings of the 

desert mothers and fathers, is "Give me a word." This tradition of asking for a word was a 

way of seeking something on which to ponder for many days, weeks, months--sometimes a 

whole lifetime. 

 

Fast-forward to the present day, and we find the practice of seeking a word being reclaimed 

by the spiritually minded in new ways. For nearly two decades, Abbey of the Arts has 

posted an online invitation to its virtual community before Christmas, inviting people to 

listen for a word to guide them in the year ahead. Hundreds of participants look forward to 

the practice each year. 

 

Spiritual director and artist Christine Valters Paintner offers thirty contemplative and 

creative practices inviting you to slow down and listen for a word to guide you through the 

year ahead. Instead of chasing after resolutions, Paintner encourages a more mindful 

approach--letting go of expectations and becoming open to wisdom from unexpected 

places. 

 

Christine Valters Paintner is the online abbess at Abbey of the Arts, a virtual global 

monastery offering retreats, prayer services, books, and resources to nurture contemplative 

practice and creative expression. A writer, artist, spiritual director, and teacher, she earned 

her PhD in Christian spirituality from the Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley and is a 

Registered Expressive Arts Consultant and Educator (REACE).  
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   Tara Stiles 

LIVING SOFTLY 

Recover Your Energy and a New Sense of Purpose -- 

Leaving Burnout Behind 

 

Grand Central Publishing  
Summer/Fall 2026,   
 

Self-help; Health 

 
 

 

Living Softly is a blueprint for moving from a life of tension and rigidity to one of ease and 

softness. Readers will learn that softness is a strength. You can accomplish so much more 

in a soft, easeful state than you can in an amplified environment. It’s time for an alternative 

to burnout culture, and an alternative to the grit and grin-and-bear-it to success mentality. 

Discover simple practices to make your life softer and more fulfilling!  

 

Tara shows us how we hold ourselves with rigidity at a meeting or during a challenging 

conversation (making it even more challenging) then go to a yoga class to try to let go.  

Only to wake up and wonder why our back still throbs.  We may even equate stress with 

achievement. All the while losing sight of what really matters to us. 

 

Tara uses her deep knowledge of yoga, tai chi, shiatsu, and other Eastern practices that are 

the foundation to unwind our unconscious patterns.  Her simple exercises help us walk 

through our lives with ease, rather than muscling our way through challenges, a surefire 

path to burnout and physical breakdown. The Six Principles of Living Softly, which Tara 

uses in her workshops as well as with clients include using only the energy that you need 

(or Wu Wei) and learning to harmonize with your environment, rather than pushing 

through an agenda. 

 

Readers of Emily Nagoski’s bestselling Burnout are ready for the larger vision of Living 

Softly, which goes far beyond identifying the problem to envisioning a whole new way of 

living and accomplishing.  Tricia Hersey’s readership for Rest Is Resistance: A Manifesto 

will appreciate Tara’s programmatic approach and be drawn to softness as the next step in 

counter-cultural messaging and living intentionally.  

 

Tara Stiles is a wellness expert, bestselling author, and the founder of Strala Yoga. The 

Strala approach combines yoga, tai chi, and Traditional Chinese and Japanese Medicine to 

help people release stress, heal, let go of negative habits, and move more easily through 

everyday challenges. Tara’s bestselling books, which have been translated into multiple 

languages, include Strala Yoga, Make Your Own Rules Diet, Yoga Cures, and Slim Calm 

Sexy Yoga, and she has been featured in The New York Times, Vogue, Elle, Harper’s 

Bazaar, InStyle, Esquire, and Shape.  
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Hans-Otto Thomashoff 

ENDLICH UNTER DER ERDE 

Toxische Eltern überwinden 

 

Deutschsprachiges Original 
Exposé 

 

Self-help; Psychology 

 
 

 

In seinem mutigen und zutiefst persönlichen Buch über sein Aufwachsen in einem 

toxischen Elternhaus bricht Thomashoff mit dem Tabu, dass Elternliebe selbstverständlich 

sei, weil nur so der Ausbruch aus der inneren Gefangenschaft gelingt, um wirklich frei zu 

leben und zu lieben. 

 

Einfühlsam, schonungslos und zutiefst authentisch: In Endlich unter der Erde – Toxische 

Eltern überwinden verbindet Hans-Otto Thomashoff seine langjährige Erfahrung als 

Psychotherapeut mit zutiefst persönlichen Einblicken in seine eigene von einem toxischen 

Elternhaus geprägte Kindheit. 

 

Dieses Buch ist ein Befreiungsschlag für alle, die unter lieblosen, narzisstischen oder 

übergriffigen Eltern litten – oder es immer noch tun. Es zeigt, woran man toxische 

Familien erkennt, wie sie entstehen und wie man ihre Macht durchbricht. Dann wird der 

Weg frei in ein selbstbestimmtes, psychisch gesundes Leben. Und zugleich wird die 

Weitergabe der toxischen Muster an die nächsten Generationen durchbrochen. 

 

Mit ehrlicher Sprache, psychologischem Tiefgang und dem Mut zur Selbstoffenbarung 

wird dieses Buch zum wichtigen Begleiter für jeden, der den Mut hat, sich selbst aus alten 

Fesseln zu befreien. 

 

Hans-Otto Thomashoff ist Psychiater, Psychoanalytiker und Autor mehrerer erfolgreicher 

Sachbücher, darunter der Bestseller "Damit aus kleinen Ärschen keine großen werden". Er 

vereint jahrzehntelange therapeutische Erfahrung mit persönlicher Betroffenheit durch ein 

emotional vergiftetes Elternhaus und verbindet dadurch Fachautorität und menschliche 

Tiefe auf außergewöhnliche Weise. Er lebt und arbeitet in Wien. 
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 Daniel Whiteson and Andy Warner 

DO ALIENS SPEAK PHYSICS? 

And Other Questions About Science and the Nature 

of Reality 

 

Norton 
November 2025, 259 pp illustr. 

 

Popular Science 

 
 

 

A hilarious, mind-bending investigation into how much humans and aliens might have in 

common, scientifically speaking―from a best-selling cartoonist and acclaimed physicist. 

 

When aliens finally arrive on Earth, they might enslave us―or, maybe, they might just 

share the secrets of the universe. Will we be able to receive those precious jewels of 

knowledge? Is the common idea that math and physics are a universal language really true? 

 

In Do Aliens Speak Physics?, Daniel Whiteson and Andy Warner ask and answer questions 

both lighthearted and profound. Would aliens even need science to build the technology 

that brings them to Earth? Is it possible that they could experience the universe very 

differently, tasting electrons and smelling photons, or are these particles only convenient 

concepts in our minds? With cartoons, deep insight, and dad jokes, Whiteson and Warner 

explode the ideas you had about science and reality, leaving the universe―and 

humanity―stranger and more marvelous than before. 

 

300 black-and-white illustrations 

 

Daniel Whiteson is a particle physicist and professor at UC Irvine and the coauthor of We 

Have No Idea and Frequently Asked Questions About the Universe.  

 

Andy Warner is a cartoonist, editor, and teacher at the California College of the Arts and 

Stanford University. His work has been published by American Public Media, Popular 

Science, KQED, and more.  
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