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Claire Benson
PILLAR OF INK
Sigils of Starlight, book 1

ANZ: on submission

(Fantasy,Romantasy)

In a world ruled by the Truthseeker Order, magic is tightly bound, every spell sanctioned,
every power controlled. The Eight Pillar Sigils are sacred, bestowed only upon the worthy
to preserve order. For Estella Vestas, stepdaughter of a ruthless Mindswayer matriarch, that
order is nothing but a cage. Born to charm the elite, groomed for obedience, she yearns for
freedom - and for the chance to create. On the eve of her twenty-first birthday, she dares
the ultimate defiance: she carves a forbidden sigil into her skin.

But the mark she claims does not glow with sanctioned silver. It burns crimson. Bloodfire.
A volatile magic tied to the nine exiled goddesses, wild and hungry, bending to her rage,
her longing, her heart. Branded a heretic, Estella is suddenly the most hunted fugitive in the
realm. The Council’s sinister head believes she is the key to an ancient prophecy. A rebel
faction hails her as their messiah. And shadowing her every step is Captain Grey Astrophel
- an Orion enforcer sworn to capture her, even as a pull he cannot fight threatens to unravel
his oath.

Forced into an uneasy alliance with a rebel whose secrets could undo her, Estella must
navigate a world of reachery, passion, and shifting loyalties. Her magic could save
everything - or ignite a fire that consumes it all

Pillar of Ink is the first book in a trilogy.

Claire Benson is a Sydney-based fine-line tattoo artist, author, and founder of Everywhere
Studios, the city’s first dedicated fine-line tattoo and art space. Raised in the North West of
England, she began tattooing at nineteen and has spent seventeen years refining an
intimate, story-driven approach to body art - work that has earned her an international
following and a reputation for calm, craft-led studio culture.

Her creative practice is rooted in deep research: Peruvian priestesses who inked spirit
magic, Egyptian women who wore tattoos as early fertility rites, andHimalayan hunters
marked along meridian lines for healing more than sevenmillennia ago. That lineage of
“blood magic” became the spark for her fiction.Pillar of Ink, the first novel set in her Sigils
of Starlight world - translates sigils, ritual and symbolic mark-making into a lush, slow-
burn romantasy about power,rebellion and the art we carry. When she isn’t writing, Claire
can be found painting, mentoring emerging artists, or curled up with her cats and a book.

www.claireeverywhere.com @claire.everywhere



http://www.fritzagency.com/home.htm
http://www.claireeverywhere.com/

CF Paul & Peter Fritz AG | Romance | Oktober 2025

# BRIDIE BLAKE Bridie Blake
THE BOYFRIEND CLAUSE

Text Publishing
March 2026, ms 162 pp

(Romance: Contemporary)

Sabrina’s new Melbourne cafe, her lifelong dream, is struggling—despite her exceptional
baked goods and fabulous coffee. Her love life isn’t faring much better—she just keeps
dating the wrong kind of guy. And time is running out on the boyfriend clause in the loan
agreement she has with her parents: she must be in a committed relationship in a matter of
months or pay back the loan in its entirety. And that would mean losing the cafe.

What could be worse? Making up a fake boyfriend, and accidentally giving him the name
of the rude and brooding famous writer in her apartment block, the one she inadvertently
insulted when he moved in—that’s what!

And when that leads to the rude and brooding writer joining her rambunctious family on a
trip to England and a charade of perfect romance, Sabrina finds herself navigating a
whirlwind of contradictory emotions. Including an unignorable awareness of just how
infuriatingly hot the insufferable writer is. It’s surely only a matter of time before the
boundary between what’s all show for her family and what might be a real romance starts
to blur. That is, until Sabrina discovers what the man of her desires is writing about in his
new novel.

The Boyfriend Clause is everything you want in a contemporary romance: a totally
relatable heroine, a steamy love interest, an offbeat family holiday, delicious pastries and
just enough spice to set your heart on fire.

Bridie Blake is a Melbourne writer. The Boyfriend Clause is her first novel.
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Amy Jo Burns
WAIT FOR ME

Celadon Books
March 2026, 336 pp

(General,Romance: Contemporary)

From the author of Mercury and Shiner comes a novel about the bond between two female
folk singers, the love stories that haunt them, and the music that brings them together to
burn bright.

Young folk singer Elle Harlow reaches the height of her prowess in 1973, with two wildly
beloved albums to her name and a hidden history of impossible heartbreak. When she sets
foot on the famed Grand Ole Opry stage, a far cry from the mountain that raised her, Elle
gives the biggest performance of her life. Then, to the dismay of shocked fans, her
producer, and the man who still loves her, she vanishes.

Almost two decades later, eighteen-year-old Marijohn Shaw is spending her summer
pumping gas, writing songs on her broken mandolin, and longing for a mother. Her father,
Abe, has always sworn he was the last person to see Elle Harlow alive, but when a meteor
strikes the woods of their sleepy Pennsylvania town and a piece of Elle’s past emerges
from the wreckage, the truth of her disappearance sets fire to everything Marijohn believes
about herself, her music, and her ability to love with abandon.

Wait for Me exalts the lush hills of Appalachia and the bright lights of Nashville as it
reveals the legacy of Elle Harlow, the bold voice that defined her, the intimate betrayal that
undid her, and the unexpected faith of another young woman determined to resurrect her.

Amy Jo Burns is the author of the memoir Cinderland and the novel Shiner, which was a
Barnes & Noble Discover pick and an NPR Best Book of the Year. Her latest novel,
Mercury, was a Barnes & Noble Book Club pick, a Book of the Month selection, a People
Magazine Book of the Week, and an Editor's Choice at The New York Times. A western
Pennsylvania native, she lives in New Jersey with her family.
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Sarah Chamberlain
LOVE WALKED IN

St Martin's Press
September 2025, 336pp

(Romance: Contemporary)

He has a struggling bookshop. She has a knack for bringing bookstores back to life. As
soon as she walks into his store, all bets are off. ..

Mari Cole’s whole life is her dream job: rescuing and revitalizing indie bookstores. Books
were her escape from a painful childhood, and she'd still rather disappear into a novel than
get close to anyone. Then she gets the offer of a lifetime: rescuing Ross & Co. Once the
most prestigious independent booksellers in London, the store is a shadow of its former self
and needs an expert outsider to turn things around. But the offer turns out to be a double-
edged sword: Leo Ross, the store's new owner, is as cold and hostile as the British winter.

For as long as he can remember, Leo Ross has known his future is becoming the next
generation to run Ross and Co. He’s sacrificed almost everything he cares about, but the
bookshop is still failing on his watch, and now there's an obnoxiously cheerful American
woman convinced that she's going to magically make everything better. Leo’s life 1S
difficult enough as it is, and he doesn’t want her help.

When Mari and Leo are forced to work closely together to bring the store back to life, Leo's
icy surface thaws to reveal the passionate man underneath. As the cold winter gives way to
the possibility of new beginnings, Mari begins to believe that true love could exist outside
the pages of a book. But can they put their pasts aside and learn to let love in?

Sarah Chamberlain is a novelist as well as a writer, editor, and cookbook translator whose
articles on food and travel have appeared in VICE, The Guardian (UK), and Food52. When
she’s not writing witty, sexy contemporary romance, she enjoys making dinner for her
friends, watching Cary Grant movies, and setting records as an amateur competitive
powerlifter. Originally from Northern California, she now lives in London.

"The grumpy/sunshine trope animates this charming rom-com... Readers will fall in love with Mari
and Leo as Chamberlain skillfully reveals their hidden depths and believable vulnerabilities. The
result is a multilayered love story that hits all the right notes.”" —Publishers Weekly

"A comfort read for lovers of books, Richard Curtis movies, and romance with a touch of enemies-
to-lovers." —Kirkus
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Megan Chee
THE ARCHEOLOGY OF FALLING WORLDS

Daphne Press
February 2027, 95.000 words

(Fantasy,Romance: Paranormal)

International Publishers: North America: Skies Press/The Bindery; UK audio:
Bolinda;

Starga is a vibrant, neon city built with magic and technology from a thousand unreachable
worlds. Existing in a weird splinter of reality where people from across the universe fall out
of the sky with no memory of their past lives, it is a mystery even to its own citizens.

No-one knows why Starga exists or what lies beyond it. No-one has ever been able to
leave. And with more people falling from the sky every year, Starga's resources seem at a
breaking point.

Frey was born in the poor, lower districts. She got a scholarship to university and dreams of
being an archeologist—a scholar of fallen artefacts from the worlds above. But at the
archeological institute, she really doesn't fit. When she gets the opportunity to salvage
artefacts for a criminal organization, she knows it's a dangerous idea. But she can't resist
the call of the unknown.

Alasar was born into the lap of luxury, his father is one of the wealthiest men in the city. So
wealthy, that when it looked like he was to be the last of his species, he was able to spend
the stupendous amount of money required to break the rules and create a clone of himself,
his son Alasar. But despite being handed the best job at the archeological institute, Alasar
can never live up to his father's strict image of what he should be.

Frey and Alasar are both in the desert wasteland beyond the city walls for very different
reasons when a fuzzy black worm falls from the sky. When the worm starts changing
shape... and talking... suddenly both their lives are about to get a lot more complicated.

Because the worm is actually a shapeshifting dragon who knows the secret of what Starga
really is—and how to escape from it. He just needs to get his memory back.

MEGAN CHEE is a Singaporean author who has lived in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and the
United States, and is currently based in Singapore. Her short fiction has appeared in
Clarkesworld Magazine, Uncanny Magazine, Strange Horizons, Lightspeed Magazine,
Nightmare Magazine, Fantasy Magazine, and other venues. Her work has been translated
into Chinese in Science Fiction World, and has been featured in THE YEAR’S BEST
FANTASY, Vol.3 (Pyr Books). THE ARCHEOLOGY OF FALLEN WORLDS is her
debut novel.
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Kat Cho
WISH UPON A K-STAR

Disney Hyperion
April 2025, 336 pp

(Romance: Contemporary,Young adult)

A spin-off to the New York Times best-selling Once Upon a K-Prom, a K-pop idol and an
up-and-coming K-drama star must fake date in this fresh and funny romcom that Korean
pop culture fans will absolutely swoon over!

Moon Minseok—or Moonster as this WDB fans know him—wasn’t born to lead. Even as
part of the world’s most popular K-Pop group, he found comfort in his role as the jokester,
the sidekick, the unserious one (with the cutest smile). But now WDB is drowning in dating
scandals, and it’s time for Moonster to take charge of the group's image.

Shin Hyeri has been dealing with some scandals of her own. An up-and-coming K-Drama
actress, she’s been labeled a “nepo baby” (with a famous idol as a big brother) and now, a
bully (which couldn’t be further from the truth). Desperate to show the world that she’s
earned her spot, Hyeri is determined not to let her rising star crash and burn.

When these two childhood enemies get caught up in yet another scandal while co-hosting a
K-Pop festival, there’s only one solution that will save both of their reputations: appear on
one of Korea’s most popular variety shows, Our Celebrity Marriage (where celebrities
pretend to get married and compete in ‘newlywed’ challenges).

The plan is simple—pretend to get along, win back the fans, then go their separate ways.
But what happens when a fake marriage leads to real feelings? Will Moonster and Hyeri
bow to the pressures of their famous realities, or will they decide their love is something
worth fighting for?

Kat Cho is a New York Times best-selling YA author who loves to incorporate her Korean
heritage in her writing, especially if it involves describing food. She's the author of Wicked
Fox and Vicious Spirits. Kat lives and works in New York City. Find her online at
KatChoWrites.com and on Instagram @KatChoWrites.
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Kate Christensen
THE SACRED AND THE DIVINE

Disney Hyperion
October 2025, 336 pp

(Young adult,Romantasy)

History, romance, and the occult come together in a mesmerizing tale of sisterhood, fate,
and the darkness lurking in our world.

Past, Present, Future. What do the cards say? Only the Wolfson sisters know.

The year is 1848, and Daisy, Morrigan, and Avery Wolfson are skilled in the supernatural,
particularly tarot readings. Daisy has insights about the future, Morrigan has ties to the
past, and Avery has a special connection to the present. Although Massachusetts is known
for its hostility to such talents, the village of Redcliffe is eager to use the sisters’ abilities
for its own gain.

Then Daisy meets Harvard medical student and occult skeptic Jasper Fitzwilliam, as well
as handsome newcomer Nate Winthrop, whose fiery nature might just rival Daisy’s.
Caught up in the throes of first love, Daisy grows distracted, which is only further muddled
by a mysterious feud between the girls’ mother and their spiritual tutor.

But when the sisters accidentally unleash a bloodthirsty demon on their sleepy town, the
lines between friend and enemy get blurred. Will Daisy, Morrigan, and Avery escape
unscathed, or is an unfortunate fate written in the stars?

KATE CHRISTENSEN has published nine novels, including The Great Man, which won
the PEN/Faulkner Award for fiction, and most recently Welcome Home, Stranger and The
Arizona Triangle, as well as two food-centric memoirs, Blue Plate Special and How to
Cook a Moose, which won the Maine Literary Award for Memoir. She lives in Taos, New
Mexico, with her husband and their two dogs.

MELISSA HENDERSON is an essayist and novelist whose work has appeared in The Los
Angeles Times, The Cauldron, and Brand X. She's working on her next YA series and lives
in the Scottish hills with her husband and their two catbeasts.
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Phillip De Ledn
DON'T TELL ME WHAT HAPPENS

Roaring Brook Press
Summer 2026, outline/sample pages /ill.

(Young adult,Romance: Contemporary)

International Publishers: UK & Commonwealth: Puffin UK; Brazil: Seguinte;
Italy: Il Castoro;

Two queer love stories. Two time periods. One mystery.

Fifteen-year-old Noah lives with his father in New York but is spending the summer with
his mother in Venice, CA. An indoor, city sort of person, a RuPaul fanatic, he’s miserable
in the sun -- until he meets Tomo, a surfer who works in his father’s vintage store. Tomo
hands Noah an old composition-style notebook, filled with steamy diary entries by its
teenaged owner, Diego, in addition to ephemera from the 1980s. Noah reads about Diego
playing footsie in history class with closeted surfer (another surfer!) Casey until one day
after school it becomes something more. Noah is enthralled. And there’s one more
notebook at the store, but that’s it -- Noah and Tomo have no idea what happened to Diego
and Casey. And as they set off to find the much older surfer, the two boys find romance of
their own ... but can Noah keep from sabotaging the first good thing in his life?

Not quite a graphic novel, not quite a traditional prose novel, Don’t Tell Me What Happens
IS an enchanting story and story-within-a-story in the form of two sequential scrapbook-
style diaries that include drawings, photos, concert tickets, flyers, and other memorabilia
from the late 80s -- a fantastically fulfilling romance, mystery, and coming-of-age novel”.

Raphael Simon has come out twice: as gay at age eighteen, and years later as
Pseudonymous Bosch, the no longer secret author of the New York Times bestselling
Secret Series and Bad Books. Most recently, Raphael published The Anti-Book, the first
book to appear under his own name. Don’t Tell Me What Happens is his first YA novel
and first collaboration with his husband, Phillip De Leon.

Phillip De Leon designs textiles by day, sings in jazz clubs by night, and has been drawing
men in some way or other since he was fifteen. He is also the creator and illustrator of the
darkly fabulous Ghastlies, an ongoing series of print stories for Alexander Henry Fabrics.
Don’t Tell me What Happens is his first YA novel and first collaboration with his husband,
Raphael Simon.

A Sarah Burns Book for the Gernert Company.
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Jennifer Dugan
ANDERSON IN BLOOM

Avon Books
March 2026, 320 pp

(Romance (queer))

From the author of LOVE AT FIRST SET, a hilariously sexy enemies-to-lovers, second
chance rom-com about a reclusive former child star-turned florist whose quiet life is turned
upside down when her annoyingly hot ex (and former co-star) shows up in town, with plans
to write a tell-all memoir.

Anderson “Andy” Ducharme is hiding—has been for a long time, if she’s honest with
herself, which she isn’t.

When she left LA six years ago to move to a small town in coastal New England, she had
herself convinced that a fresh start and a change of pace were just what she needed. She
wasn’t just running away from everything, she was running to something...sort of, if you
squinted, and if you accepted that what she was running toward was little more than a
vacation daydream she had made up with her (in)famous ex, and former co-star, Nicole
“Nikki” Colletti.

But when Nikki announces her plan to write a tell-all book about growing up in Hollywood
and her time on the Nik and Andy show, Andy's feelings of hurt and betrayal come rushing
back. That night, emboldened by anger (and maybe one too many drinks), Andy does
something very stupid...like text her ex for the first time in years. No one's more shocked
than Andy when Nikki actually shows up to her small shop, demanding answers—and
flowers, too.

Andy is fully prepared to send Nikki away, but it seems Nikki has some unfinished
business as well—and now that she finally knows where Andy's been hiding, she's not
letting her go so easily. And with each passing encounter, Andy can't deny the simmering
physical attraction that threatens to boil over every time she gets close to Nikki.

Maybe Nikki really has changed...or is Andy just setting herself up for heartbreak again?

Jennifer Dugan is a geek and a romantic who writes the kinds of stories she wishes she’d
had growing up. She is the author of the novels MELT WITH YOU, SOME GIRLS DO,
VERONA COMICS, and HOT DOG GIRL, which was called “a great, fizzy rom-com” by
Entertainment Weekly and “one of the best reads of the year, hands down” by Paste
magazine. She lives in upstate New York with her family, their dog, a strange kitten who
enjoys wearing sweaters, and an evil cat who is no doubt planning to take over the world.

10
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Kristin Dwyer
IN TIME WITH YOU

Wednesday Books
March 2026, 350 pp ms

(Young adult,Romance: Contemporary)

A gripping speculative romance about one girl saving her first love's life by falling for the
last person she ever should—his best friend.

Nieve Monroe is devastated after her boyfriend Carter dies saving her from drowning.
Even worse she blames herself for his death... and so does his best friend, Max. He was
there with them on that fateful day, and he’s never liked Nieve.

Unable to pull herself from her grief and wanting to hide from the accusation in his eyes,
Nieve goes to stay with her grandmother, who has always had strange stories to tell of
uncanny happenings, of magic and make believe. The next morning, Nieve wakes up on the
first day of college, the year before.

This time she plans to make sure Carter never follows her into that river. She’ll do
everything in her power to keep him safe, even if it means losing him in other ways. But
the more distance she puts between her and Carter, the closer she gets to Max, drawn to
him in ways she never expected. But is she betraying Carter if the only way she can save
him is to move on? And can she ever forget her past to embrace her future?

Kristin Dwyer’s In Time With You is a heartbreaking story of first love, loss, and one
chance to change everything.

Kristin Dwyer grew up under the California sun and still prays every day for a cloudy sky.
When she’s not writing books about people kissing, she and her spouse can be found
encouraging their four mischief makers to get into trouble. Kristin is a part-time hair model
and wants you to know she is full-time TSA PRECHECK, and one time a credible news
outlet asked for her opinion on K-pop (it was the best day of her life). Please do not talk to
her about your fandom, she will try to join.

11
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(n\i;t;}i(f"(;ub s Clio Evans
ik COSMIC CRUSH
An Alien Burlesque Romance
Galactic Gems Series #2

T

B\

Independently published

C@SM]C 1 November 2023, 200 pp
'({50(.»\ _)@USH

SN ALIEN BURLESQUE ROMANCE

CLIO EVANS

(Romantasy)

Mari is a famous star in her intergalactic troupe. As headliner at the Comet Canyon Saloon,
the last thing she expected to go wrong was being lassoed off stage by a chaps-wearing
outlaw.

Raider’s name has been tarnished by his good-for-nothing brother. The only way to clear it
Is by kidnapping the precious burlesque gem, Little Miss Mercury. After being stranded
together during a desert storm, Mari and Raider discover that there’s more between them
than a hostage situation gone wrong...

One pleasure-inducing stinger, two souls roped together by fate, and an affinity for boots—
they’re in for a Wild West ride. Will Raider and Mari claim their cosmic love? Or will they
be whisked apart by the villain that wants to stop them?

Cosmic Crush is book two in the Galactic Gems series. This alien romance has the
following:

A chaps-wearing outlaw alien

A pleasure-inducing stinger ;)

Fated Mates Love and fast burn

Rope play, boot worship, DVP, and more
Swoony romance with delicious SPICE

Clio Evans is the author of the Citrus Cove Series, Creature Cafe Series, Warts & Claws
Series, and more. A lover of myths, legends, and queer joy in media—Clio writes monsters
that love harder than they bite and small-town romance suspense. They're from Austin,
Texas, and living their best life eating chocolate and writing happy endings.

12
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Clio Evans
LITTLE LICK OF LUST
Creature Cafe Series #3

Independently published
July 2022, 106 pp

(Romantasy)

CREATURE CAFE SERIES

CLIO EVANS

Creatures of all kinds go to the Barista to find love, including the yummy minotaur known
as Rum.

Rum thinks it's time to find the one. Someone that can handle his humor, his passion, and
his monstrous appearance.

The Barista sets up Rum with a gorgeous, tall, flaming bisexual woman named Penny.
After a fumbling first encounter, the two of them hit it off. It doesn't take long for the heat
to rise between them, even if the hot minotaur painter wants to take things slow.

Three dates are all it takes for Rum and Penny to find out just how much love can hurt--
and how much it can heal too.

This novella includes the following:

Primal K1nk
Chasing

Huge Equipment...
BDSM
Degradation

and more...

The Creature Cafe Series follows the Barista and who he matchmakes. Each book will have
a different monster finding their true love, tons of spicy scenes, and special *ahem*
appendages. Follow Clio Evans on Instagram, Facebook, or Tiktok to stay up to date on
monster-related shenanigans.

Clio Evans is the author of the Citrus Cove Series, Creature Cafe Series, Warts & Claws
Series, and more. A lover of myths, legends, and queer joy in media—Clio writes monsters
that love harder than they bite and small-town romance suspense. They're from Austin,
Texas, and living their best life eating chocolate and writing happy endings.

13
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Clio Evans
MINE
A Reverse Age Gap Romance

self-published
May 2025, 394 pp

(Romance: Contemporary,Women's Fiction,Erotic)

Five chilli peppers standalone contemporary romance, perfect for fans of BABYGIRL
(2024) and Fifty Shades of Grey.

Good girl.

| am good.

I’'m good at my job, running my company, and making a filthy amount of money.

But when a tattooed, dark-haired stranger a decade younger than me whispers Good Girl in
my ear—I don’t want to be good anymore.

Behind closed doors, Salt shows me things I’ve never experienced.

He holds me captive with his burning touch and fevered demands of submission.

He brings me to my knees and makes me yearn to stay there forever, even as the clock
ticks...

Everyone says what we’re doing is sinful. That a woman like me shouldn’t have desires like
this. They say he’s too young for me, a sadistic beast incapable of falling in love.

And yet...
The way he says I belong to him...The way he growls my name...
Can we find a way to be together? Or will our worlds tear us apart?

Content Warning: Detailed sex scenes with: BDSM Dom/sub dynamics, power exchange,
degradation, praise, humiliation, CNC, spanking, biting, ball-gags, exhibitionism,
voyeurism, forcedorgasms, Shibari, impact play with bruising, use of pillory, butt plugs,
oral sex, squirting, throat fucking, a scene without after- care, rimming, sensation
deprivation, sexting, sex toys, and boot play.

Clio Evans is the author of the Citrus Cove Series, Creature Cafe Series, Warts & Claws
Series, and more. Clio has sold hundreds of thousands of books across romance, fantasy
and thriller. The Clio Evans tag has received more than 37 million hits on TikTok. From
Austin but now living in Chicago, they can always be found drinking coffee or thinking

about the perfect kinky happy ending for their books. Join them on Instagram, Facebook,
TikTok, or their newsletter for new releases, updates, and more! @clioevansauthor

14
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Clio Evans
NOCTURNAL
A Dark Academia Monster Romance

Independently published
February 2025, 340 pp

(Romantasy)

I was his toxic obsession. He was my sadistic monster.

Nora:
When | took a job at St. Thorns university as a psychology professor, | encountered
something—someone—unexplainable. Fascinating. And deadly.

Alec Briar had the eyes of a Killer.

He’s a botanist who would rather rot in his greenhouse alone than deal with students,
professors, or me. When a monster stalks me, our relationship becomes corrupted in ways
that bring us closer together, for better or worse. He has secrets—ones that will destroy him
if he discovers the truth...

Our minds twist to protect our souls, and Alec’s is the most warped of all. The only way to
save him is to hurt him and accept the damnation doing so will bring.

Alec:
She was deadlier than belladonna, and yet I cannot resist her.

Nora Woulfe has become my infatuation. As she pushes me to my breaking point, we spiral
down a path that will be our downfall. A monster is trying to steal what is mine, and I will
hunt him to the bitter end. Even if I have to use her to draw him out...

Clio Evans is the author of the Citrus Cove Series, Creature Cafe Series, Warts & Claws
Series, and more. A lover of myths, legends, and queer joy in media—Clio writes monsters
that love harder than they bite and small-town romance suspense. They're from Austin,
Texas, and living their best life eating chocolate and writing happy endings.

15
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Kristina Forest
The LOVE THE LOVE LYRIC

Volume 3 of the Greene Sisters Series

Berkley
February 2025, 400 pp

(Romance: Contemporary,Young adult)

KRISTINA FOREST

USA TODAY BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF THE FARTNER PLOT

An R&B singer and a corporate executive find love that hits the right notes in this USA
Today bestselling romance by Kristina Forest.

Iris Greene used to be a woman with a plan. But all of that changed after she met the love
of her life at twenty-five, got pregnant and married...and then became a widow and a
single mother all in alittle over two years. Now, after years of hustling, Iris is the director
of partnerships at a beauty company and raising sweet six-year-old Calla by herself.
Despite her busy life, she still can’t help but feel lonely. She just needs to catch her
breath—and one night, at her sister’s wedding, when she steps outside to do just that, she
sees a certain singer who takes her breath away. . . .

By all accounts, pop R&B singer Angel Hughes has it made. He’s a successful musician
and has just scored a brand ambassador deal with an emerging beauty company. But he’s
still not fulfilled; he’s not producing songs he’s passionate about, and there’s a gaping hole
in his love life. When he visits the Save Face Beauty office to kickstart his campaign, he’s
delighted to see Iris, his stylist’s sister—the beautiful woman he’s secretly had a crush on
for years.

Despite their obvious attraction to each other, they must stay professional throughout the
campaign tour—a goal that doesn’t quite pan out. But when it becomes clear their lives
aren’t in sync, can they fall back in step to the same rhythm and beat?

Kristina Forest is the critically acclaimed author of romance books for both teens and
adults. Her novels include ZYLA & KAI, THE NEIGHBOR FAVOR, and THE
PARTNER PLOT. She earned her MFA in Creative Writing at The New School, and she
can often be found rearranging her bookshelf.

Charming and poignant, this third novel featuring the Greene sisters, after THE PARTNER PLOT,
is recommended for all public library collections. -- Library Journal, starred review

Forest balances tenderness and heat in her captivating GREENE SISTERS series
conclusion...Angel’s patience with Iris is heartwarming, and their undeniable chemistry leads to
plenty of steamy and swoon-worthy scenes. Readers will have no trouble rooting for their happily
ever after. -- Publishers Weekly
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Kristina Forest
THE SUMMER GIRLFRIEND
Heart Beach series

Berkley
2026, 101'000 words

(Romance: Contemporary)

A stand-in girlfriend and a handsome business heir find that their fake summer fling is
feeling way too real in this new romance by USA Today bestselling author Kristina Forest.

Noelle Lewis doesn’t have time for long walks on the beach, brunch with the girls, or
summer vacations. She’s too busy saving up to go back to college. After recently getting
laid off from her bookseller job, her main gig is now serving as a "stand-in" bridesmaid,
which doesn’t pay enough for the upcoming semester’s tuition. But then the perfect, if not
unconventional, opportunity arises...

Jeremiah Smith II, grandson of the founder of Smith’s Sweets -- a well-known baked goods
company -- once lived a life of frivolity. Since his grandfather’s death, Jeremiah’s tried to
clean up his act, but it’s hard to focus when his family requests that he join them at their
summer house in Heart Beach, New Jersey, where his most painful memory lies. To avoid
going there, Jeremiah claims he already has plans with his girlfriend, and of course, his
family tells him to bring her. The problem? Jeremiah doesn’t have a girlfriend.

After a chance meeting, Noelle and Jeremiah come to an agreement. He’ll hire her to be his
stand-in girlfriend for the weekend, and she’ll use that money toward her tuition. She
figures it will be quick, easy money, but as it turns out, Jeremiah’s family is lovely, and
Jeremiah is even lovelier. Soon, a weekend agreement turns into an entire summer, and
Noelle and Jeremiah will have to keep their hearts in check, or else it’s sink or swim for
them both.
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Melissa Henderson
THE SACRED AND THE DIVINE

Disney Hyperion
October 2025, 336 pp

(Young adult,Romantasy)

History, romance, and the occult come together in a mesmerizing tale of sisterhood, fate,
and the darkness lurking in our world.

Past, Present, Future. What do the cards say? Only the Wolfson sisters know.

The year is 1848, and Daisy, Morrigan, and Avery Wolfson are skilled in the supernatural,
particularly tarot readings. Daisy has insights about the future, Morrigan has ties to the
past, and Avery has a special connection to the present. Although Massachusetts is known
for its hostility to such talents, the village of Redcliffe is eager to use the sisters’ abilities
for its own gain.

Then Daisy meets Harvard medical student and occult skeptic Jasper Fitzwilliam, as well
as handsome newcomer Nate Winthrop, whose fiery nature might just rival Daisy’s.
Caught up in the throes of first love, Daisy grows distracted, which is only further muddled
by a mysterious feud between the girls’ mother and their spiritual tutor.

But when the sisters accidentally unleash a bloodthirsty demon on their sleepy town, the
lines between friend and enemy get blurred. Will Daisy, Morrigan, and Avery escape
unscathed, or is an unfortunate fate written in the stars?

KATE CHRISTENSEN has published nine novels, including The Great Man, which won
the PEN/Faulkner Award for fiction, and most recently Welcome Home, Stranger and The
Arizona Triangle, as well as two food-centric memoirs, Blue Plate Special and How to
Cook a Moose, which won the Maine Literary Award for Memoir. She lives in Taos, New
Mexico, with her husband and their two dogs.

MELISSA HENDERSON is an essayist and novelist whose work has appeared in The Los

Angeles Times, The Cauldron, and Brand X. She's working on her next YA series and lives
in the Scottish hills with her husband and their two catbeasts.
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Kate King
A THORN IN EVERY HEART
Enchanted Legacies Book One
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E=—— 5 Wicked Good Romance
I HERRN April 2025, 426 pp
EVERY |- (Romantasy)

HEART .

KATE KING

What if Belle never returned to the enchanted castle?

After her cheating husband ruins her life, twenty-nine-year-old musician, Alixandria
Knight, moves from Chicago to Ironhill, Pennsylvania-a near-abandoned Appalachian
ghost town with a firey history. Officially, she's there to help her aging grandmother.
Unofficially, Alix just wants to escape reality.

She'll get her wish.

When a one night stand with a wickedly handsome stranger turns out to be more than she
bargained for, Alix is whisked away to the land of the fae. There, she uncovers her family's
darkest secret: sixty years ago, Alix's grandmother, Isabelle, broke her promise to marry a
beastly king. Now, the fae are hungry, and it's up to Alix to clear her family's debt.

Beauty and the Beast meets Anastasia in this spicy and addictive modern fairytale mashup
from the USA Today bestselling author of Wilde Fae.

USA Today and International bestselling author Kate King loves sassy heroines, crazy
magic, and alpha-hole heroes.An avid reader and writer from a young age, she has been
telling stories her whole life. Ever a fan of the dramatic, she lives in an 18th century church
with her husband and two cats, and often writes in cemeteries.
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Kate King
BY ANY OTHER NAME
A Deliciously Dark Retelling of Romeo and Juliet
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Ind dently published
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VAN

(Romantasy)

He’s seduced by the darkness, but she’s always been his sun.

In the elite university town of Stratford, Massachusetts, a secret society of eight wealthy
and influential families use occult witchcraft to maintain their power and privilege. The
entire society is dangerous, but the bitter blood feud between rival families, the Capulets
and the Montagues, makes them almost as infamous as Stratford itself.

Etta Capulet has always been a good girl.
Roman Montague is anything but good.

But despite their differences, their vicious family rivalry, and years of curses, threats, and
murders, Roman has secretly loved Etta as long as he can remember.

So when he hears her moaning his name through her open bedroom window, he vows to
make her his...Until death do they part.

By Any Other Name is a modern gothic romance with paranormal elements. It is a retelling

of William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, but as a standalone romance novel it ends in a
HEA.

USA Today and International best selling author Kate King loves sassy heroines, crazy
magic, and alpha-hole heroes. An avid reader and writer from a young age, she has been
telling stories her whole life. Ever a fan of the dramatic, she lives in an 18th century church
with her husband and two cats, and often writes in cemeteries.
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T.C. Kraven
OF PROPHECIES AND POMEGRANATES

Diversion Books
October 2025, 352 pp

(Romantasy)

A spicy retelling of Persephone and Hades and the first in the planned multi-book Dark
Fates series, centering around Greek deities and Otherworlders, for fans of Sav R. Miller,
Jaysea Lynn, and Katee Robert.

Persephone, Goddess of Spring, struggles to meet the impossible demands of her
overbearing, manipulative mother, Demeter. Sequestered to the Upper Realm, far from the
politics and intrigues of Olympus, Persephone begins to crack under the pressure, sure that
she will never be enough.

But the Fates have other plans, and when Persephone meets Hades, brooding God of the
Underworld, she finds that they may have more in common than she could have ever
believed. He calls to the darkness dwelling deep inside of her with a kinder hand than any
she's ever known. Over secret rendezvous, the two connect and wild passions ignite.When
Persephone's very freedom is threatened by an arranged marriage, she must decide to either
remain the obedient, subservient wallflower her mother forced her to be, or to stand on her
own, embracing herself and the dark power inside of her in the Kingdom only Hades can
offer.

As Queen of the Underworld, Persephone blossoms into power far greater than any the
Olympians have ever witnessed, but the scorned Goddess of the Harvest won't make it easy
for her to leave. Facing war and famine but aided by fellow Olympians Artemis, Hecate,
Dionysus, and Hephaestus, Persephone and Hades fight for their freedom and their realm,
until Zeus steps in with a devastating edict.

In this irresistible, epic love story, the forbidden romance between an empowered
Persephone and delectable Hades sets in motion a chain of events that will challenge the
very fabric of Olympus. T.C. Kraven's traditional debut Of Prophecies & Pomegranates is a
steamy, tantalizing start to a series that champions kink dynamics and queer representation.

T.C. Kraven is a writer and activist who seeks to normalize the diversity that is
representative of her hometown of New Orleans. She specializes in contemporary
mythological retellings with an emphasis on the culture of the city know as The Big Easy,
the queer community, and healthy kink. Kraven travels the country and globe, attending
signings and pulling inspiration from the myths of the Greek pantheon and the amazing
muses around her.

"Kraven, in this delicious forbidden romance . . . dives into the booming subgenre of high-heat
retellings of Greek myths. . . . Kraven’s world feels dark but lived-in, and both the central romance
and the subplot about Helios and Narcissus are passionate and emotional -- Fans of Katee Robert
and Sav R. Miller will be hooked." --—Publishers Weekly
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Mackenzi Lee
LADY LIKE

Dial Press
September 2025, 386 pp

(Romance. Historical)
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Two women, one refined and one ribald, set their sights on marrying the same duke, but
instead of becoming natural enemies, they find themselves falling in love—though not with
him.

Harriet Lockhart never planned to marry. The educated daughter of a high-class prostitute,
Harry has spent her life defying expectations: playing male roles in bawdy Shakespearean
productions on London’s seediest stages, pursuing the many women who adore her, and
wearing whatever she pleases, so long as it’s well tailored—all while being subsidized by
her late mother’s trust. When she is contacted out of the blue by her hitherto anonymous
father, she finds herself at risk of losing the trust that he actually funds unless she
acquiesces to his request that she lead a more respectable life, starting with finding a
husband.

Emily Sergeant, on the other hand, has only ever wanted to marry. She is the modest, tea-
sipping, soft-spoken Regency bride. And were it not for one mistake in her youth that
rendered her a social pariah, she would be appropriately betrothed. Instead, she’s due to
wed the only willing man in her small town: the abominable Robert Tweed. Desperate for
an alternative, Emily flees to London for the summer to snag a less lecherous fiancé before
she’s shackled to a scoundrel.

Worlds collide, dramatically and hilariously, when both women decide on the very same
duke as their best possible chance at a tolerable husband and the security that he brings. A
tongue-in-cheek romp through London’s summer season, from balls to brothels, horseraces
to duels, Harry and Emily compete for the duke’s favor, only to find their true hearts’
desires may be more compatible than they ever could have predicted.

Mackenzi Lee is the New York Times bestselling author of ten books, including The
Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue, which won a Stonewall Book Award Honor and the
New England Book Award and has been published in fifteen languages; She currently
lives in Los Angeles, where she manages an independent bookstore.
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Miranda Nation
NEW SKIN

Allen & Unwin
June 2025, 336 pp

(Romance: Contemporary)

A powerful debut about first love and second chances from a stunning new voice in
Australian fiction.

Alex and Leah meet at medical school and form an immediate and intense connection.
Over the course of four years, they are caught in the push-pull of passion and betrayal,
longing and reunion. Neither can quite give up the relationship, even as they question

whether they are good for each other.

Years later, when Alex and Leah are drawn together once more, will they make the right
choice?

New Skin evokes a coming of age in the 1990s and charts the course of first love and its
power to shape who we become. Spare and compelling, this powerful debut introduces a
dazzling new voice in Australian fiction.

Miranda Nation is an award-winning writer and director. Originally working as an actor,
Miranda trained at Jacques Lecoq in Paris (2003-05), before shifting her focus to writing
and directing, completing a Graduate Diploma in Directing at the Australian Film,
Television and Radio School (2010). Miranda's original six-part series as creator/writer/EP,
Playing Gracie Darling, will premiere on Paramount+ in 2025. Miranda's critically
acclaimed debut feature as writer/director, Undertow, premiered at Melbourne International
Film Festival and was released in cinemas in early 2020. Her short film, Perception, won
the Dendy Award for Best Short Film at the 2014 Sydney Film Festival. Miranda has a
slate of feature and long-form projects in development with leading production houses.
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Katy Nyquist

A FARM GIRL'S GUIDE TO RULING AS A
BLOODTHIRSTY TYRANT

Scandals of the Gifted, Book 2

Podium
January 2026, 280 pp

(Romantasy)

KATY NYQUIST

When Bora swaps bodies with a homicidal duchess, the sweet-tempered wallflower must
embrace her inner villainess to survive and save her country.

Within an hour of Bora’s arrival in Arahasnor, she runs into her toxic ex-boyfriend, offends
a malicious noblewoman, and narrowly escapes from the city guards. Never the type for
adventures—unlike her sister, Holy Maiden Ysabel, who left the family farm and
scandalously eloped with Dark Lord Kaine—Bora intends to quickly return home and settle
back into her usual role as the plain, boring sister. That is, until there’s a freak magical
accident.

Suddenly, Bora finds herself in the life—and body—of the Blood Duchess, a woman who
once threatened to have her killed. Now a noblewoman in a kingdom on the verge of
economic collapse, the citizenry hangs her in effigy, and her staff spits in her food. It’s too
much for a farm girl without a mean bone in her body to handle. Unfortunately, the
previous ruler sold Arahasnor to three different foreign powers, and only their crippling
fear of the Blood Duchess is holding them off . . . as long as Bora can successfully embody
the ruthless villainess. At least she’s not alone in this bizarre charade; she has the support
of Countess Donya, her heroic celebrity crush.

And she’ll need it. Because if Bora’s real identity gets uncovered, she’ll die. But after an
assassin named Ari mistakenly targets her for revenge, she strikes a deal with him: she’ll
help find the actual duchess in exchange for his protection. As someone who struggles with
body-image issues, Bora feels drawn to Ari’s confidence, rakish charm, and gender
queerness. But a love triangle may be a distraction she can’t afford, especially when it turns
out her sister is among the enemies coming to town to challenge the Blood Duchess.

After spending years obsessing over her weight, the death threats scare Bora less than
showing off her extremely generous curves in the Blood Duchess’s lowcut dresses. But if
she can embrace the beauty of her new body, she might just learn to love her true self as
well. Though, appearances will be irrelevant if the duchess’s adversaries remove her head
from her shoulders . . .

Katy Nyquist is a neurodiverse economist working in Washington DC. She has had short
fiction published in Abyss & Apex Magazine, The Arcanist, Every Day Fiction, Strange
Changes, and Magic, Mayhem, and Monsters. She twice received an honorable mention in
the Writers of the Future Contest.
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KATY NYQUIST

In this fantasy world, magical gifts are common. They might be a simple trick to always
keep your tea warm. They might literally move mountains and have the power to bring
about the end times. Holy Maiden Ysabel has an incredible gift, she can heal any wound
with a single touch. But every gift has a price. Everytime Ysabel heals, it costs her a day of
her life. And once she’s almost dead, the elderly cardinals will obtain immortality by
sacrificing her to the Sun God. Her supposed divine status forces her to act the part of a
virginal healer. No one knows of her nightlife as a alcohol-loving dominatrix.

Ysabel has fewer and fewer days left when she stumbles across something she didn't think
was possible, a man who values a single day of her life more than healing his injuries. It
just so happens that that man is Dark Lord Kaine.

Dark Lord Kaine is a trans man leading a rebel army that is hellbent on attacking Ysabel's
city. Despite this, Ysabel still offers to help him when he ends up trapped behind her walls.
Kaine resolves to rescue Ysabel from her grisly fate—by kidnapping her.

Before long, Kaine likes Ysabel enough to back off when she objects to his invasion of her
country. Unfortunately, she likes him too, and the nagging survival instinct she tried to
drown with booze and drugs comes back with a vengeance. But when the cardinals take her
brother hostage to keep her as their puppet, Ysabel must either die as a proper Holy Maiden
or risk it all to fight back.

Katy Nyquist is a neurodiverse economist working in Washington DC. She has had short
fiction published in Abyss & Apex Magazine, The Arcanist, Every Day Fiction, Strange
Changes, and Magic, Mayhem, and Monsters. She twice received an honorable mention in
the Writers of the Future Contest. This is her debut novel.
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Emily Rath

DEVOUR ME Trilogy
#1 Devour Me

#2 Deny Me

#3 Destroy Me

Avon Books
August 2026, 188.000 words

(Romance: Paranormal)

International Publishers: UK: Bramble;

DEVOUR ME is the first book in an MMF paranormal romance trilogy. Dark, campy, and
deliciously spicy, it’s perfect for fans of True Blood and Ali Hazelwood’s Bride.

From Emily Rath, New York Times bestselling author of swoony Regency romance, epic
adventure fantasy, and pure hockey filth, comes something entirely new...and just a little
bit haunted.

Dainn the Devourer has spent the last two hundred years of his undead life reluctantly
bonded to a dark witch, doing her dirtiest work. Devouring corrupt souls may not be
satisfying for a wraith, but it keeps him fed.

Sent on a job to Burr Island, Dainn is forced by his mistress to devour the soul of a
powerful rival witch. Déinn is busy devouring the witch when he’s interrupted by a human.
With one word, this human does what no being has ever done...she takes his breath away.

Forced to stop feeding, Dainn is shattered as the soul he was devouring slips back inside
the dying witch. Who is this human? And what dark magic must she possess to stop a
wraith? The more Dainn learns about Birdie Rhodes, hapless historian and sometimes shop
girl, the more determined he is to become part of her world.

The haunt is over. This is the hunt. And Dainn will have her for his own. There’s only one
problem...

Sweet Birdie works for the witch Dainn was ordered to devour. Now Jasper Prescott is on
the hunt too. For answers. As a powerful witch, with a coven at his command, Jasper will
stop at nothing to find out what magical mischief is happening on his island. Why is a
wraith haunting his tea shop? Which fellow witch wants him dead? And who the hell is
Birdie Rhodes?
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Emily Rath is a USA Today and international bestselling author whose chart-topping, sex-
positive, queer-inclusive fantasy and romance novels include the Second Sons Regency
romances, the Tuonela Duet fantasy novels, and the ‘why choose’ Jacksonville Rays
Hockey Romances. A former university professor, she holds PhDs in Political Science and
Peace Studies. Emily lives with her husband, son, and cats in the Pacific Northwest. She
can be found online at EmilyRathBooks.com, on Instagram @emilyrathauthor and on
TikTok @emilyrathbooks.

Tentative manuscript delivery schedule:
DEVOUR ME: Oct 15, 2025

DENY ME: July 15, 2026

DESTROY ME: April 15, 2027
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Amy Rosen
OFF MENU

ECW Press
June 2025, 288 pp

(Romance: Contemporary)

Does anyone actually know what they’re doing in their 20s? No, we didn’t think so either.

OFF MENU follows Ruthie Cohen trying to tackle this eternal dilemma by mixing together
Bridget Jones’s Diary and Really Good, Actually! with a hefty dollop of Julie and Julia.
Slogging away as a temp in an office tower, pining for her vacation fling Dean, Ruthie
decides it’s time to “follow her bliss” as the kids call it, and use the inheritance she recently
received from her Boobie Bobby Grace to accomplish this easy (it’s totally easy, right?)
quest. She (super professionally) quits her job and enrolls in culinary school, determined to
turn her passion into a career and learn the art of French cooking. After a prosecco-fueled
night making massive life choices under the influence, paying tuition, and buying her
chef’s whites (she’s totally got this whole bliss thing figured out), Ruthie marches into
culinary school... covered in V8. But a stained chef’s coat isn’t her only problem. She
quickly meets her cooking partner Jeff, the super hunky (totally taken!) musician that
weasels his way into her brain — right next to Dean. How can anyone be expected to focus
on school, career planning, friends, and deciding between two hunky men, especially when
one of them agrees that John Cusack is highly underrated?! And what if neither actually
seems like the perfect pairing?

Written in epistorial format (because journaling is what together people do) OFF MENU
follows a year in Ruthie’s messy, confusing, thrilling, delightful, depressing, relatable life,
featuring all the ramblings of a typical 20-something, along with delicious and tested
recipes by an award-winning food writer.

Amy Rosen has created a charming story of self-love that features plenty of hilarious
moments with gal pals, and delicious food scenes that will get the audience’s mouths
watering.

Amy Rosen is an award-winning and James Beard nominated journalist, magazine editor,
and author of seven delicious cookbooks. On TV, Amy demonstrates recipes on CityLine
and offers friendly critiques as a judge on Food Network's Wall of Bakers. She is also the
CEO of Rosen's Cinnamon Buns, which offers bake-your-own cinnamon buns and spreads.
When not eating her way across Canada, Amy Rosen lives in Toronto.
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Sara Schonfeld
FALLING IN LUCK

Mira Books
Winter 2027,

(Romance: Contemporary)

Falling in Luck by Sara Schonfeld is a romance set in a world where people are born with a
finite amount of luck that can be spent like cash. The novel follows our clumsy, charming
narrator Neve during her last-ditch effort to turn her luck around—and find the man of her
bookish dreams in New York City.

Neve is out of luck. While most people budget and carefully spend their limited share of
luck to make it last a lifetime, she made a foolish decision as a teenager to cash out on one
big break. It got her a roommate who became her best friend, an entry level job at the best
PR firm in the city, and an lvy League boyfriend—everything on her checklist to reach the
happily ever after she loves reading about in her romance novels. But now, as Neve nears
thirty, she’s single and in danger of losing her job, her best friend, and her apartment.
Certain she can just work hard enough to change her fate, Neve hides the bad luck that
befalls her and struggles to fix every foolish mistake on her own. But after yet another
disastrous date, Neve learns that some powerful people have been fixing the odds in their
favor—and Neve is certain they can fix her, too.

Suddenly caught between Mr. Right—the luckiest man in Manhattan who just might be
able to save her—and Mr. Wrong—who always turns up at the worst moment to trigger her
bad luck—Neve goes on a quest through the city to fight for her happily ever after.

Maybe Neve just needs a little luck — or maybe she needs to be honest, vulnerable, and ask
for help from the ones who love her.
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Raphael Simon
DON'T TELL ME WHAT HAPPENS

Roaring Brook Press
Summer 2026, outline/sample pages /ill.

(Young adult,Romance: Contemporary)

International Publishers: UK & Commonwealth: Puffin UK; Brazil: Seguinte;
Italy: Il Castoro;

Two queer love stories. Two time periods. One mystery.

Fifteen-year-old Noah lives with his father in New York but is spending the summer with
his mother in Venice, CA. An indoor, city sort of person, a RuPaul fanatic, he’s miserable
in the sun -- until he meets Tomo, a surfer who works in his father’s vintage store. Tomo
hands Noah an old composition-style notebook, filled with steamy diary entries by its
teenaged owner, Diego, in addition to ephemera from the 1980s. Noah reads about Diego
playing footsie in history class with closeted surfer (another surfer!) Casey until one day
after school it becomes something more. Noah is enthralled. And there’s one more
notebook at the store, but that’s it -- Noah and Tomo have no idea what happened to Diego
and Casey. And as they set off to find the much older surfer, the two boys find romance of
their own ... but can Noah keep from sabotaging the first good thing in his life?

Not quite a graphic novel, not quite a traditional prose novel, Don’t Tell Me What Happens
IS an enchanting story and story-within-a-story in the form of two sequential scrapbook-
style diaries that include drawings, photos, concert tickets, flyers, and other memorabilia
from the late 80s -- a fantastically fulfilling romance, mystery, and coming-of-age novel”.

Raphael Simon has come out twice: as gay at age eighteen, and years later as
Pseudonymous Bosch, the no longer secret author of the New York Times bestselling
Secret Series and Bad Books. Most recently, Raphael published The Anti-Book, the first
book to appear under his own name. Don’t Tell Me What Happens is his first YA novel
and first collaboration with his husband, Phillip De Leon.

Phillip De Leon designs textiles by day, sings in jazz clubs by night, and has been drawing
men in some way or other since he was fifteen. He is also the creator and illustrator of the
darkly fabulous Ghastlies, an ongoing series of print stories for Alexander Henry Fabrics.
Don’t Tell me What Happens is his first YA novel and first collaboration with his husband,
Raphael Simon.

A Sarah Burns Book for the Gernert Company.
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Rachel Lynn Solomon
EXTRACURRICULAR

Berkley
March 2026, ms326pp

(Romance: Contemporary)

RACHEL LYNN SOLOMON

When a former popstar enrolls in college, the last thing she expects is A+ chemistry with
her psychology professor in this steamy romance from New York Times bestselling author
Rachel Lynn Solomon.

Ramona Wilder has spent her whole life in the spotlight. After a hit kids’ TV show, she
transitioned into music, singing in arenas around the world and becoming an icon for
millions of teenage girls. Now at age twenty-six, exhausted by the inhumane lack of
privacy, she’s done—with all of it. She wants a chance at normal, whatever that might
mean for her. And she’s starting with college.

Professor Nick Navarro is recently divorced but determinedly optimistic, allowing himself
a very reasonable ten minutes a day to wallow. When his department calls a meeting about
a celebrity enrollment, he plans to treat whoever it is like any other student. Except when
Ramona blazes into class and causes an uproar, the typically easygoing professor is rattled,
maybe for the first time in his career.

Ramona loves the way she flusters him, taking every opportunity to push Nick’s buttons,
though what she really wants is to unbutton them completely. When a personal situation
forces them closer outside of class, they begin a tentative friendship amid an undeniable
attraction. But Ramona can’t be so easily finished with her old life, and they’ll both have to
confront their pasts if they want a chance at something real.

Rachel Lynn Solomon is the New York Times bestselling author of The Ex Talk, Weather
Girl, and other romantic comedies for teens and adults. Her work has been published in 20
languages. Originally from Seattle, she’s currently navigating expat life in Amsterdam,
where she can often be found exploring the city, collecting stationery, and working up the
courage to knit her first sweater. Connect with her on Instagram @rlynn_solomon or online
at rachelsolomonbooks.com.
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IQLLHl(LARh Kelly St. Clare
' UNWORLDLY CITY SERIES

#1 OF MONSTERS OF KINGS
#2 OF BRIDES OF QUEENS

Independently published
— July 2024, 316 pp

' MONSTERS

OF

KINGS

UNWORLDLY CITY BooK 1

(Romantasy,Series title)

In the 1200 years since The End, fifty mothers in my line have passed the truth to their
daughters. They passed truths of how the world was, of how the world changed, and even
mythical stories of powerful romances that sparked great tragedy and war.

Those romances are dead and gone, and as the fiftieth daughter, I am determined the truths
of my ancestors will die with me too.
I will be the last daughter to bury her withered mother.

But ancients pull back the bloodied curtain without warning, and | cannot unsee the hidden
world revealed beyond. Sinister impossibilities lurk in this walled city. They have always
existed—dusk immortals who battle and prowl, filled with menace and conflicting purpose.
And they, even the dark creature I blind with my presence, must decide the fate of all.

Yet fifty mothers prepared for nightfall. They knew five kings could not win.
Now the fiftieth daughter will walk into the toothed beast’s yawn.

For the mighty never stirred at dawn... and I’m about to inherit something more monstrous
than the truth.

Kelly St. Clare is the USA Today and WSJ Bestselling author of fantasy romance books,
including The Tainted Accords, Supernatural Battle, and Honey & Ice Trilogy. She exists
in her own fantasy in New Zealand where she works to regenerate the land, grow
marvelous things, and create magical memories for her family. Books are her fated mate,
and she is immortally grateful to exist in this world of words where fresh opportunities
hook her at every new chapter.

UNWORLDLY CITY SERIES:

#1 OF MONSTERS OF KINGS
#2 OF BRIDES OF QUEENS
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{;‘g&ﬁﬁmﬁ . “*; Swati Teerdhala
. - MAYA IN MULTICOLOR

Disney Hyperion
March 2025, 304 pp

(Young adult,Romance: Contemporary)

Fans of When Dimple Met Rishi will love this charming, slow-burn YA romance (with
new adult crossover appeal) about all the ways you can honor tradition while still giving it
a modern flair.

When it comes to romance, Maya still believes in meet-cutes, but she’s done with boys
wasting her time. After her freshman romance refuses to put a label on their relationship,
Maya decides to reclaim her life and completely turnaround her college experience. She’s
got big plans to throw the most spectacular Holi—a colorful Hindu festival symbolizing
rebirth, which Maya feels she desperately needs.

Enter college heartthrob Nishant Rai, an upperclassman, notorious playboy, and well-
connected DJ. After the student council makes him Maya’s co-planner, she finds herself
working closely with the one guy on campus she can’t have and definitely doesn’t want. He
plans to turn the event into #HoliFest, a flashy EDM festival blending old traditions with
the fresh new twist of a music festival. As the two grow closer, Maya realizes Nishant is so
much more than a pretty face. Is he just wasting her time, or has she finally found her meet-
cute?

Swati Teerdhala is the author of The Tiger at Midnight series, which has appeared on both
Barnes and Noble and Book Riot’s Most Anticipated Novels lists. After graduating with a
BS in finance and BA in history, she tumbled into the marketing side of the technology
industry. She's passionate about many things, including how to make a proper cup of tea,
the right ratio of curd-to-crust in a lemon tart, and diverse representation in the stories we
tell. She currently lives in New York City.
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¢ Side Olivia Tolich
SIDE CHARACTER ENERGY

Text Publishing
February 2026, 75.000 words

(Romance: Contemporary)

~ QLIVIA .+
 TOLICH

Before she met Bee, Gertrude was alone—Ilike a whale singing on a different frequency so
that none of the other whales could find it. Then Bee decided they were friends, and now
they’re not just best friends: they live in the same house and work together too.

Gertrude’s whole life, in fact, seems to revolve around Bee. Not that it’s a problem; she’s
just not sure why she’s going on double dates with Bee and her new boyfriend Will, a
pompous-finance-bro, and his friend Arthur, who is apparently also a jerk.

Apparently. Because there might be more to Arthur than Gertrude thinks. And, according
to Arthur, there might be more to Gertrude than she thinks as well. And if that’s true?
Where would that leave her life with Bee?

Side Character Energy is a sharp, wise, hilarious novel about love—romantic, platonic and
toxic—from a brilliant new voice in Australian fiction.

Olivia Tolich is an emerging author based in Melbourne. She holds a Masters of Creative

Writing, Publishing and Editing from the University of Melbourne and works as an
educational publisher.
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Scott Tracey
SUBSCRIBE TO ME

SCOTT TRACEY

self-published
September 2023, 298 pp

(Young adult,Romance (queer))

Do you know what it’s like to be the butt of the joke? I do.

Do you know what it’s like to have hundreds or thousands of people criticize your every
move? Same here.

Have you ever been outed by someone without your permission? Yup, me again.

I’'m Cory, and my older sister is a Youtube influencer with a lifestyle vlog and a fanbase
that loves to hate me. Her first viral video hit just before I entered ninth grade when she
‘accidentally’ outed me while fretting to the internet how her poor, gay brother was going
to be treated in high school. Up until that point, no one even knew my name, let alone
anything so personal. I don’t want to be famous in that way. If anything, [ want to be
behind the camera, as the writer and producer of my own television show.

Then Jon Park comes back into our lives. His best friend is my sister’s boyfriend, so he’s
always been a part of her friend group, even though he seems to dislike my sister almost as
much as I do. The problem is that he dislikes me even more! But he’s been absent all
summer, and no one’s heard a peep out of him. A star soccer player, he’s cold and
unapproachable, but the girls at school are obsessed with him.

Somehow by accident, we begin spending time together, watching movies (I'm a huge
movie buff!). The more I get to know him, the more | see another side to him. But things
get crazy when he comes out to me, and then even crazier when | find out that my sister
was eavesdropping and plans on outing him the same way she outed me.

I want to be the one writing dramas, not in the middle of one myself!
Scott Tracey is the author of nine YA novels, including the WITCH EYES trilogy, which
was called “A bewitching blend of paranormal romance and intrigue” by Kirkus Reviews.

He lives near Lake Erie in Ohio and spends far too much time watching the Hallmark
Channel. SUBSCRIBE TO ME is his latest novel.
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Lilith Vincent
BRUTAL HEARTS series

self-published
September 2022, 282 pp

(Romance: Thriller)

INFENTIONS

LICTTIT VINCENT

BRUTAL HEARTS series
#1 Brutal Intentions (2022)
#2 Brutal Conquest (2022)
#3 Brutal Husband (2024)

He’s devious. Corrupted. And his brutal heart wants me.

Lazzaro Rosetti just locked eyes with fresh prey: the virginal, high-school girl from a rival
family. Me, Mia Bianchi.

He’s screwed his way through half the city’s female population and he’s running wild—
until his family finds a way to curb his behavior by forcing him to wed.

When he speaks his vows at the altar, he’s holding Mom’s hands, but his menacing green
eyes are staring right at me.

From the moment he crosses our threshold, Lazzaro makes my life hell. I’'m Mom’s
unprotected and despised youngest daughter and Lazzaro inhales my vulnerability like it’s
the finest perfume.

Someone’s going to pay dearly for his bachelor wings being clipped, and I’'m his perfect
victim.

Author’s note: Brutal Intentions is a standalone MF romance with forbidden themes,
breeding, an age gap, a possessive alphahole and a virgin. Laz is married, and not to the
heroine. All characters are over eighteen. The story is dirty and delicious, so please read at
your discretion.

Lilith Vincent is a steamy mafia reverse harem writer who believes in living on the wild
side! Why choose one when you could choose them all.
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Lilith Vincent
BRUTAL HUSBAND
Brutal Hearts Book 3

s
- =

“’k“-

self-published
October 2024, 352 pp

;gﬁT&L <
HUSBAND

(Romance: Thriller)

LILITH VINCENT

My jealous, brutal husband is obsessed with me.

Once, Nero was my savior. He protected me, craved me, hungered for me, and | burned for
him.

Then one terrible night he disappeared without a trace. For months, | searched for him like
a good wife, and | prayed for him to come home.

When he did, the dream marriage he promised me turned into a nightmare.

He stalks me night and day. He hunts me through the streets and watches my every move.
Nero won’t tell me where he’s been, and he doesn’t believe me when I swear that I’ve
never touched any man but him. My family won’t listen to me when I tell them that
something is terribly wrong in my perfect-seeming marriage.

Nero’s love has teeth, and he’s eating me alive.

Author’s note: Brutal Husband is a standalone MF romance with breeding, a virgin heroine
and a possessive and obsessed alphahole. There is no cheating or other women. The story is
dark, dirty, and delicious, so please read at your discretion.

Lilith Vincent is a steamy romance author who believes in living on the wild side! Whether

it’s reverse harem or M/F romance, mafia men and bad boys with tattoos are her weakness,
and the heroines who bring them to their knees.
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Lilith Vincent

SOFT TISSUE DAMAGE

» A Boyfriend’s Dad Dark Romance
| /= Deadly Hearts Book 2

M ccif-published
SOWT TISSUE? September 2025, 88.500 words ms

(Romance: Contemporary)
LILITH VINCENT

His obsession for me is deadly, and I’m falling prey to his pleasure.

There’s never been any security in my life. After being dumped on indifferent relatives as a
child, it hurt when I realized that no one was ever going to protect me.

But Cullan, my boyfriend’s father, makes me feel safer than any man I’ve ever known.
He’s twice my age and totally forbidden, but his protective embraces, deep voice, and
inked muscles have awoken things in me that I shouldn’t want.

When darkness swallows me, it’s Cullan who pulls me into his strong arms and leads me
back into the light. He gives me protection and a job as a nanny to his very young child.
But I suspect that Cullan is drenched in his own darkness. There’s a killer on the loose in
the city, and | think | know the identity of the man behind the red mask.

My instincts tell me to run from Cullan as fast as I can, but my boyfriend’s father has stolen
my heart with hands that are soaked in blood.

And though it should be impossible, I think I’'m having his baby.

Author’s note: Soft Tissue Damage is a standalone boyfriend’s father MF romance with
dark themes, a twenty-year age gap, the hero as the other man, breeding, a jealous and
possessive alphahole, and a sweet but strong virgin heroine. This book features
appearances of characters from Fear Me, Love Me. The story is dark, dirty and delicious,
so please read at your discretion.

Lilith Vincent is a steamy romance author who believes in living on the wild side! Whether

it’s reverse harem or M/F romance, mafia men and bad boys with tattoos are her weakness,
and the heroines who bring them to their knees.
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Jessa Wilder
The Reckless Love Trilogy

self-published
May 2025, 494 pp

(Romance: Contemporary,Western)

International Publishers: World English (Self-Published); World English Audio
(Podium);

The Reckless Love Trilogy
#1 RECKLESS HEARTS
#2 TANGLED HEARTS
#3 NN

Falling for a cowboy was never the plan. Let alone two.

Callie Harper decides to return to her hometown for one last summer before she has to
return to the real world. One last chance to say goodbye to the childhood friends she left
behind. Cole is all easy charm and wicked smiles. Maverick is a quiet storm and rough
edges. Best friends, always tangled up in each other.

Until everything fell apart. Now, Cole and Maverick are rival bull riders and the bond
between them is more complicated than ever. And with Callie back in the mix, a spark is
ignited between the three of them. They’ll finally have the romance they were too afraid to
dream of. All three of them, together at last.

Jessa Wilder, who also writes under the pseudonym J. Wilder, is the USA Today
bestselling author of emotionally charged contemporary and dark romances with toe-
curling heat and characters you’ll ache for. Her books include the Rule Breaker Series, the
Twisted Vows Series, the Reckless Love Series, and the Christmas novella Gifted to His
Dad. She also co-authored The Gentlemen series and The Blissful Omegaverse series with
Kate King.

39


http://www.fritzagency.com/home.htm

T Paul & Peter Fritz AG | Romance | Oktober 2025

Jenna Wolfhart
BAD BLOOD
Thirteen Crowns Book 1

self-published
December 2024, 448 pp

(Romantasy)

THIRTEEN € Ry 0o
JENNA WOLFHARI

Duty. Desire. Destruction.

To Selene, duty is everything. She is the last of her kind, a royal descendent of the original
generation of vampires. And as the final Titan queen to rule the kingdom of Troy, she is the
only one standing between her people and the cruelty of Zeus.

When her enemies—the twelve Olympian vampire monarchs—summon her to participate
in their annual blood ceremony on a remote island, she has no choice but to attend. It’s a
requirement in the treaty.

But one by one, the Olympians start to show up dead. It seems a monarch has broken the
pact of peace and is trying to take out all the others, including Selene. And when she tries
to escape the island, she finds all the boats have been destroyed. She’s trapped.

Worse, dark desires stir in her heart for the one king she knows wants her dead. Ares,
bloodthirsty for war, tried to kill her months before. And even now, his touch feels like the
heat of battle—or something more.

Before she loses her life, her kingdom, and her heart, Selene must do whatever it takes to
win this vicious game—even if it means destroying every single monarch on the island,
including Ares.

Bad Blood is a thrilling vampire romantasy loosely inspired by the Greek myths, with true
enemies to lovers, villainous characters, and steamy romance.

Jenna Wolfhart spends her days dreaming up stories about swoony fae kings and rugged
blacksmiths. When she's not writing, she loves to do CrossFit competitions, rewatch Game
of Thrones, collect Taylor Swift vinyls, and drink far too much coffee. Jenna has always
had a passion for writing, books, and publishing. Previously, she worked for an academic
publisher in New York and then completed her PhD in Librarianship, focusing on young
adult fiction. Jenna now lives in England with her husband and her two dogs.
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